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PREFACE 

In  response  to  many  requests  for  publica- 
tion in  full  of  the  lectures  delivered  under 
the  title  of  "  The  Origin,  Causes  and 
Object  of  the  War,"  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  give  the  substance  of  many 
lectures  in  the  form  of  one.  Over  twenty 
have  been  delivered  in  various  parts  of 
South  Africa,  and  the  blendings  of  so 
many  reports  is  not  easy.  Many  inter- 
esting details  and  nearly  all  the  illustra- 
tive incidents  have  been  omitted  to  keep 
the  publication  within  reasonable  limits. 
If  there  is  some  repetition  of  important 
matter  it  is  merely  because  complete 
rewriting  and  recasting  would  have  been 
necessary  to  avoid  it. 

The  accompanying  map  illustrating 
Germany's  scheme  of  World  Power  is 
similar  to  that  used  in  the  lectures. 
Neither  the  map  nor  the  lecture  will 
satisfy  those  who  are  well  up  in  the 
subject.  They  are  merely  an  attempt  to 
give  in  the  roughest  and  broadest  way 
what  seem  to  be  the  essentials  ;  experience 
showed  that  ruthless  exclusion  of  details 
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6  PREFACE 

from  both  map  and  lecture  was  essential  1 
in  order  to  bring  out  the  main  features.  ' 
The  course  of  the  Baghdad  Railway  is 
roughly  indicated  in  broad  lines  intended 
to  illustrate  the  idea  and  design,  and  for 
that  reason  includes  the  portion  objected 
to  by  England.  It  has  been  traced  from 
information  given  in  Professor  Sarolea's 
book,  "  The  Anglo- German  Problem  "  ; 
so  far  as  is  known  to  the  writer  there  is 
no  published  map  showing  the  course  of 
this  railway. 

The  desire  has  been  to  present  the 
British  case  to  British  people  as  fairly 
as  possible.  Readers  will  appreciate  the 
difficulty  of  doing  this  adequately  in  the 
course  of  a  tour  through  the  country  in 
war  time  and  without  the  necessary  books 
of  reference. 

J.  Percy  Fitzpatrick. 


EXPLANATORY   NOTES   FOR   MAP 

The  Map  illustrates  Germany's  scheme  of  "  World 
Power." 

The  portions  of  Africa  striped  black  are  the 
territory  which  Germany  intended  to  seize  from 
France,  Belgium  and  Portugal. 

To  secure  this  and  the  British  Possessions  in 
Africa,  it  is  necessary  to  destroy  British  Sea  Power  ; 
and  for  this  purpose  two  immense  schemes  were 
prepared. 

Twenty  years'  work  and  twenty  millions  sterling 
have  been  expended  on  the  Kiel  Canal  to  compel 
England  to  divide  her  Fleet  between  the  North  Sea 
and  the  Baltic  entrance,  and  to  enable  the  German 
Fleet  to  lie  in  wait  and  pounce  at  will  on  portions 
separately.  With  the  British  Fleet  beaten,  Denmark, 
Holland  and  Belgium  were  to  be  annexed  or  incor- 
porated as  vassal  States. 

The  Baghdad  Railway,  connecting  with  the  German 
controlled  systems  of  Turkey,  would  enable  Germany 
(if  Austria's  designs  on  Servia  succeeded)  to  transport 
overland  immense  Armies  to  the  Persian  Gulf  and  to 
Suez,  in  order,  with  the  aid  of  Turkey,  to  attack  India, 
seize  the  Suez  Canal  and  occupy  Egypt,  and  thus 
nullify  British  Sea  Power  even  if  Kiel  did  not  enable 
them  to  destroy  the  British  Fleet. 


THE  ORIGIN,  CAUSES  AND 
OBJECT  OF  THE  WAR 

When  a  dazed  world  is  suddenly  faced 
with  an  occurrence  such  as  this  War,  so 
unexpected,  so  stupendous  in  its  dimen- 
sions, so  incalculable  in  its  effects,  the 
first  questions  which  ordinary  people  ask 
are  :  "  But  what  is  the  reason  for  it  ? 
What  is  the  cause  ?  How  has  it  come 
about  ?  " 

Whole  libraries  will  be  written  to  answer 
those  questions  and  it  will  be  clear  to  all 
that  an  attempt  to  answer  them  ade- 
quately now,  in  the  course  of  a  single 
address,  would  be  a  very  presumptuous 
undertaking.  I  make  no  pretence  to 
deal  exhaustively  or  as  an  expert  with  so 
great  and  complicated  a  problem,  but 
there  are  certain  indisputable  facts  which 
suggest  the  attempt  to  give  a  rough 
sketch  of  the  case.  Many  of  you,  I 
fancy,  have  come  here  to-night  because 
you  feel  that  you  know  little  or  nothing 
of  what  has  caused  this  world-war,  and 
perhaps  you  do  not  quite  like  admitting 
it.  There  is  no  reason  to  feel  depressed 
or  ashamed,  for  it  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say  that  not  one  person  in  ten  thousand 
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of  all  those  affected  by  it  really  under- 
stands why  it  has  come  about.  The  need 
for  education  in  this  matter  is  beyond  all 
question. 

But  the  fitness  of  the  instructor  is  by 
no  means  so  obvious.  There  must  be 
many  in  this  audience — students  of  his- 
tory— far  more  competent  to  trace  the 
roots  of  this  trouble  away  back  into  the 
complicated  history  of  wars,  treaties  and 
developments  of  a  hundred  years.  To 
them  I  offer  apology  for  a  brief  rough 
sketch  from  which  much  of  interest  and 
importance  will  necessarily  be  omitted. 
The  vast  majority  of  people  in  ordinary 
life  are  very  fully  occupied  in  minding 
their  own  affairs  ;  they  have  neither  time 
nor  opportunity  to  study  the  making  of 
history  in  the  bigger  world,  and  even 
when  they  do  read  and  try  to  follow  what 
is  going  on  it  rarely  happens  that  the 
maps  and  books  of  reference  needed  for 
complete  understanding  are  available. 
Hence  you  will  not  take  it  amiss  if  an 
attempt  is  made  by  a  fellow  struggler  for 
light  to  make  things  clearer.  I  think  it 
is  the  duty — the  patriotic  duty — of  those 
who  have  a  little  more  time  for  public 
affairs,  and  somewhat  better  opportunities 
for  gaining  knowledge,  to  share  that 
knowledge  with  their  fellows  who  cannot 
spare  the  time  but  are  equally  concerned. 
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The  people  of  South  Africa  are  ignorant 
of  the  origin  and  causes  of  the  war  and 
have,  as  yet,  little  conception  of  the  ob- 
jects aimed  at  or  the  possible  results ; 
but  they  are  not  much  more  in  the  dark 
than  the  rest  of  the  world  was  when  the 
thunderbolt  fell.  In  Europe  and  America, 
however,  there  are  thousands  of  papers 
and  periodicals,  circulating  daily,  and 
accessible  to  all,  written  by  people  whose 
business  it  is  to  give  this  information  in 
the  fullest  detail  and  in  the  shortest  time. 
Our  conditions  are  different  and  some 
special  effort  is  needed — badly  needed — 
for  reasons  which  all  well  know,  to  make 
the  facts  known. 

I  have  prepared  some  large-scale  maps 
to  illustrate  this  lecture.  As  you  will  see 
they  are  very  large  and  really  merely 
outline  maps.  One  is  the  map  of  Europe, 
the  other  that  of  Africa,  and  on  the  latter 
is  shown,  by  means  of  diagonal  stripes, 
the  territory  which  Germany  hoped  to 
seize  from  France  and  Belgium  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  world-power  ideal.  Now 
that  England  has  become  involved  in  the 
struggle,  of  course,  Germany's  oppor- 
tunities of  what  her  Colonial  Minister  has 
candidly  described  as  "  booty  "  are  greater 
— but  so  are  the  risks.  It  is  proposed 
that  these  maps  be  shown  and  lectures 
given    in     every    part    of    the     Union ; 
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firstly,  to  inform  our  own  people  of 
the  facts  and,  secondly,  to  add  to  the 
patriotic  and  benevolent  funds  now  being 
raised. 

I  shall  deal  first  with  the  origin  and 
causes  of  the  war,  and  then  later  on 
endeavour  to  show  you  the  objects  and 
some  possible  results.  It  seems  to  be 
universally  accepted  that  this  is  the 
greatest  war  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
In  the  numbers  engaged,  the  magnitude 
of  the  stakes,  sacrifice  of  human  lives 
and  cost  in  treasure,  it  is  considered  to 
dwarf  all  others.  For  a  generation  it 
has  been  said  that  if  it  came  it  would 
indeed  be  Armageddon,  but  that  the 
appalling  magnitude  of  the  tragedy  was 
the  best  guarantee  that  it  would  be 
averted.  That  guarantee  has  proved 
worthless. 

Now,  ask  yourselves,  could  an  outburst 
like  this,  so  long  apprehended  and  so 
fully  realised,  be  the  product  of  a  trifling 
cause — a  single  isolated  incident — the 
murder  of  the  Austrian  Heir  Apparent. 
It  is  impossible  ;  one  must  look  further 
and  deeper.  The  origin  is  in  part  away 
back  in  the  history  of  the  various  races 
of  Europe.  As  long  as  any  of  us  can 
remember  we  have  heard  the  ever  recur- 
ring phrases  "  The  Balkan  Question," 
"  Unrest  in  the  Balkans,"   "  Trouble  in 
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the  Near  East,"  and  so  on.  Many,  many 
volumes  have  been  written  on  this  part, 
and  many  prophecies  made  which  are 
being  fulfilled.  There  in  the  Balkans  you 
have  had  the  fierce  struggles  on  lines  of 
race  or  nationality.  Racialism  has  been 
an  immensely  strong  factor  in  bringing 
about  this  world-wide  war.  Racial  arro- 
gance and  ambition  have  blinded  and 
intoxicated  a  united  Germany.  Racial 
feeling  has  paralysed  and  shattered  Aus- 
tria. The  ties  and  claims  of  race  have 
made  Servia  the  centre  of  unrest.  And 
it  was  race  that  gave  Russia  her  status 
in  the  quarrel — giving  her  opportunities 
which  she  could  use,  but  also  putting  on 
her  risks  and  responsibilities  which  she 
could  not  escape. 

But  besides  the  racial  history,  we  have 
to  remember  the  history  of  the  Govern- 
ments and  Countries — by  no  means  the 
same  thing.  In  fact  much  of  the  trouble 
has  come  from  the  Governments  and 
Countries  going  counter  to  the  calls  of 
race.  You  will  see  that  it  is  quite  im- 
possible to  go  into  even  the  largest  and 
most  important  details  of  all  this.  One 
can  only  attempt  the  most  cursory  refer- 
ence— the  crudest  and  roughest  of  sketches. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  make  this  part — 
the  influence  and  the  conflicts  of  the 
races  and  the  positions  and  recent  hk- 
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tories  of  the  countries — clear  to  you  later 
on  by  reference  to  the  maps. 

You  must  pardon  me  if  I  put  all  this 
to  you  with  an  almost  kindergarden  sim- 
plicity. The  only  workable  method  is  to 
begin  at  the  beginning — assume  that  no 
one  knows  anything  and  give  the  A.  B.  C. 
There  are  many  very  young  people  in 
these  audiences,  and  no  one  will  be 
offended  if  it  is  made  clear  to  them. 
With  that  apology  let  me  ask  you  to 
carry  in  mind  as  a  foundation  on  which 
to  build  your  understanding  and  judg- 
ment, four  big  factors  in  this  problem  : 
No.  1  is  the  racial  question  of  the  Near 
East,  just  referred  to,  which  I  shall  explain 
presently.  No.  2  is  what  is  called  the 
policy  of  the  Balance  of  Power.  No.  3 
is  the  division  of  the  six  great  Powers  of 
Europe  into  two  camps,  the  Triple  Alliance 
and  the  Triple  Entente.  No.  4  is  the 
World  Power  ambition  of  Germany.  I 
do  not  propose  to  make  these  the  headings 
of  separate  chapters,  so  to  say ;  it  is 
impossible  to  sort  out  and  separate  mat- 
ters of  this  kind  in  that  way.  All  I  hope 
to  do  is,  with  a  few  words  explanatory  of 
these  heads,  to  enable  you  in  your  own 
mind  to  group  things  under  the  appro- 
priate headings. 

Take  the  Balance  of  Power  first.     The 
critics  and  enemies  of  England  say  that 
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England  invented  this  policy  for  Europe 
because  it  suited  her  own  interests,  and 
has  imposed  it  on  Europe  by  the  strength 
of  her  all-powerful  fleet.  You  may  take 
it  that  the  policies  of  all  countries  are 
dictated  by  self-interest,  that  is  what 
their  Governments  exist  for — to  look 
after  the  interests  of  their  people.  But 
the  policy  is  carried  out  in  different  ways  ; 
some  countries  find  it  possible  and  satis- 
factory to  look  after  their  own  interests, 
whilst  respecting  the  rights  of  others. 
There  is  another  class  who  recognise  no 
law  or  argument  but  might.  The  struggle 
between  these  two  has  extended  over 
centuries.  England's  attitude  has  been 
the  same  throughout — a  determination  to 
prevent  any  one  Power  from  securing  the 
hegemony  or  overlordship  of  Europe. 
England's  partners,  however,  have  not 
always  been  the  same.  But  in  every 
crisis  and  struggle  England  has  had  on 
her  side  all  the  smaller  states  and  nations 
— all  those  who  wanted  peace  and  pro- 
tection against  the  aspirant  to  world- 
power  ;  all  those  who  had  something  to 
lose  and  could  not,  unaided,  defend  it. 
No  doubt  you  can  call  this  merely  self- 
interest  on  both  sides.  None  the  less  is 
it  satisfactory  to  England  and  her  allies 
that  it  coincides  with  good  faith  and 
common  honesty.  At  any  rate  England 
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having  no  territory  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe  and  no  desire  to  acquire  any,  has 
always  found  other  Powers  willing  and 
able  to  join  her  in  upholding  this  policy 
of  the  balance  of  power. 

There  have  been  many  would-be  dis- 
turbers of  this  balance,  but  in  turn  they 
have  been  defeated.  The  latest  aspirant 
to  this  distinction  is  Germany.  This  is 
where  Germany's  ambition  runs  counter 
to  the  policy  of  balance  of  power.  One 
cannot  fairly  say  it  is  the  Kaiser  person- 
ally who  is  the  disturber ;  it  is  more 
than  that,  as  German  history  and  German 
writers  show ;  but  the  Kaiser  William 
has  used  his  unique  position,  his  immense 
authority  and  all  the  force  and  fervour 
of  a  striking  personality  to  strengthen  and 
organise  the  spirit  of  world  ambition 
which  was  in  his  people,  and  to  teach 
them  under  many  pious  Christian  pro- 
fessions that  might  is  right.  The  demand 
that  "  Germany  shall  have  her  place  in 
the  Sun "  is  one  which  whips  the  en- 
thusiasm of  Germans  to  fever  pitch.  It 
is  one  which  on  the  face  of  it  many  who 
are  not  Germans  think  quite  reasonable. 
But  when  you  get  the  practical  German 
interpretation  you  find  it  really  means 
that  Germany  demands  somebody  else's 
place  in  the  Sun  ;  and  that,  not  because 
she  has  any  sort  of  claim  to  it,  but  because 
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she  has  the  power  to  seize  it  and  eject 
another.  Then  the  high-sounding  phrase 
which  thrills  the  patriotic  German  makes 
the  other  nations,  who  are  clearly  marked 
out  for  ejection,  take  counsel  as  to  how 
they  may  defend  themselves. 

Thus  the  policy  of  the  Balance  of  Power, 
because  it  resists  the  spirit  of  conquest 
and  domination,  is  ipso  facto  the  pro- 
tection for  existing  rights.  Hence  the 
smaller  nations  of  Holland,  Belgium, 
Switzerland,  Portugal,  Denmark  and 
others,  who  have  all  to  lose  and  are  unable 
without  assistance  to  defend  themselves 
against  an  aggressive  great  power,  look 
to  this  policy  and  directly  and  particularly 
to  England  to  protect  their  rights,  as 
England  has  by  treaties  for  centuries 
bound  herself  to  do  and  has  repeatedly 
done.  You  see  thus  that  England  and 
Germany  stand  for  diametrically  opposite 
policies — the  defence  of  existing  rights 
and  treaties  versus  the  policy  of  conquest 
and  domination.  That  the  attitude  of 
England  is  considered  right  and  worthy 
of  her  place  in  history  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that,  apart  from  Germany  and  Aus- 
tria, the  nations  of  the  world  have  greeted 
it  with  an  outburst  of  enthusiastic  ap- 
proval ;  and  Germany's  own  partner  in 
the  Triple  Alliance,  Italy,  was  the  first 
to  show  what  her  feelings  were. 
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As  you  know,  the  great  Powers  of 
Europe  are  divided  into  two  camps — the 
Triple  Alliance  consisting  of  Germany, 
Austria  and  Italy,  and  the  Triple  Entente 
consisting  of  England,  France  and  Russia. 
And,  may  I  say  here,  with  apologies  to 
the  sister  and  daughter  nations,  that  the 
name  of  England  is  used  throughout  in 
its  historic  and  most  comprehensive  sense. 
It  does  not  follow  that  the  members  of 
these  groups  agree  on  all  or  even  many 
points.  Italy  was  not  a  party  to  Ger- 
many's schemes  of  conquest.  She  really 
joined  the  Triple  Alliance  to  secure  herself 
against  Austria.  On  the  other  side  Russia 
may  not  be  a  disinterested  supporter  of 
England's  centuries-old  policy  of  pro- 
tecting the  smaller  states. 

But  there  stand,  or  stood,  the  two 
camps,  and  whatever  doubts  there  might 
be  about  individual  members  of  these  two 
great  Leagues  there  is  no  vestige  of  doubt 
about  the  aims  of  the  two  protagonists, 
the  two  leaders  and  exponents  of  the  two 
rival  policies.  There  is  a  high  ideal  and 
a  noble  mission  which  we  look  on  as  the 
heritage  and  the  duty  of  the  British 
Empire.  "  To  save  herself  by  her  exertions 
and  Europe  by  her  example,"  were  the 
words  in  which  the  great  Pitt  in  his  last 
speech  denned  England's  high  endeavour 
when  a  century  ago  she  stood  for  right 
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and  freedom,  for  the  sanctity  of  treaties, 
and  the  liberty  of  nations  against  one 
who  sought  world-power  and  domination 
just  as  the  pinchbeck  Napoleon  of  to-day, 
the  German  Emperor,  is  seeking  it,  by 
ruthless  conquest  and  the  cynical  dis- 
regard of  every  call  of  humanity,  right  and 
honour. 

But  although  the  whole  world  applauds 
England's  stand  to-day  on  these  grounds, 
let  us  look  at  it  stripped  of  its  higher 
sentiment  and  its  moral  side — look  at  it 
in  the  light  of  cold  reason  and  practical 
self-interest  as  the  other  nations  have  a 
right  to  do.  Why  do  they  side  with 
England — why  prefer  her  to  Germany  ? 
Why  trust  her  to  defend  their  cause  and 
ask  her  to  be  their  champion  ?  Eng- 
land, they  say,  owns  no  territory  in 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  wants  none. 
England  threatens  no  one.  England  holds 
the  seas  of  the  world  free  and  open  to  all 
alike  !  But  Germany,  by  her  record  and 
her  policy,  by  her  armaments,  by  her 
action  in  every  difficulty  and  crisis  of 
other  nations,  by  the  declarations  of  her 
Kaiser,  her  statesmen,  her  press,  her 
public  men  of  every  degree,  has  openly 
proclaimed  her  deliberate  aim  of  conquest, 
her  determination  to  take  that  "  place  in 
the  sun  "  which  others,  with  more  fore- 
thought   and    great    sacrifice,    long    ago 
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acquired ;  to  use  the  "  mailed  fist,"  to 
"  stand  in  shining  armour,"  to  "  rattle 
the  scabbard  "  and,  if  need  be,  "  draw 
the  sabre  " — so  that  by  threats  and 
terrorising  or  by  brutal  force  she  shall 
acquire  that  which  belongs  to  others. 
"  It  may  be,"  said  Admiral  Mahan,  the 
great    American    writer    on    Sea    Power, 

It  may  be  that  England,  who  was  first 
in  the  field,  has,  by  her  foresight  and 
enterprise,  got  all  she  wants.  If  so, 
then,  to  put  it  at  the  lowest,  the  whole 
world  will  prefer  a  sated  England  to  a 
hungry  Germany." 

That  is  a  rough  sketch — a  bare  outline 
of  one  portion  of  the  picture  which  one 
has  to  see  as  a  whole  in  order  to  under- 
stand the  problem  of  this  convulsion.  I 
must  turn  now  to  another  side,  showing 
the  more  immediate  or  definite  factors. 
In  the  few  days  of  suspense  when  England's 
decision  was  being  taken,  not  a  few  people 
asked  incredulously,  "Is  it  possible — 
thinkable  even — that  we  are  going  to  war 
for  the  sake  of  Servia  ?  "  Sir  Edward 
Grey  denounced  the  idea  at  the  very 
outset  as  "  detestable."  No,  it  was  not 
possible — not  thinkable.  When  you  re- 
call Servia's  record,  and  remember  how 
King  Peter  waded  to  his  throne  through 
the  blood  of  King  Alexander  and  Queen 
Draga — openly  murdered  in  their  palace 
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by  officers  on  whom  King  Peter  has  since 
conferred  the  distinction  of  his  favours — 
it  is  inconceivable  that  England  should 
interfere  and  actually  go  to  war  to  prevent 
the  chastisement  of  Servia  or  to  protect 
King  Peter.  The  assassination  of  the 
Crown  Prince  was  a  detestable  crime — 
but  it  was  not  the  cause  of  this  war.  It 
was  an  incident — the  excuse — the  im- 
mediate occasion — but  not  the  cause. 
The  causes  and  conditions  were  there 
already  ;  the  position  was  such  that,  as 
was  said  of  another  incident  long  /ago,  a 
dog  fight  could  start  the  war.  And  this 
brings  us  to  the  racial  factor  which  I 
asked  you  to  carry  in  mind  as  one  of  the 
great  causes. 

Look  at  the  map  of  Europe.  There  are 
the  Balkan  States.  Their  part  in  this 
problem  alone  would  fill  many  volumes. 
Only  the  barest  reference  is  possible. 
These  people  are  very  largely  Slavs. 
They  look  to  Russia,  the  great  Slav  Power, 
as  their  protector.  It  is  Russia's  policy 
and  interest  to  protect  them.  Formerly 
it  was  against  Turkey,  but  latterly  against 
Austrian  and  German  designs  and  in- 
fluence that  help  has  been  wanted. 
Austria-Hungary,  the  dual  kingdom,  is  a 
country  of  mixed  nationalities — many 
times  on  the  verge  of  disintegration.  In 
a   population   of  about   fifty  millions  in 
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Austria-Hungary  there  are  ten  different 
principal  nationalities — of  which  the  two 
largest,  the  Germans  and  Magyars,  each 
form  only  about  one-fifth  of  the  total 
population.  These  two  have  respectively 
in  Austria  and  Hungary  denied  the  other's 
reasonable  rights  and  recognition.  A 
military  autocracy  has  held  them  down 
and  labelled  them  one,  but  they  are  a 
heterogeneous  lot. 

Austria,  for  her  own  purposes,  but  also 
as  the  tool  and  catspaw  of  Germany,  has 
for  many  years  endeavoured  to  extend 
south  and  south-east — to  acquire  all  the 
territory  down  to  those  two  most  valuable 
ports,  Salonika  on  the  iEgean  Sea  and 
Durazzo  in  Albania  on  the  Adriatic, 
opposite  the  heel  of  Italy.  It  has  been 
well  known  to  all  the  Governments  of 
Europe  that  if,  and  when,  Austria  made 
this  attempt  Russia  would  fight — fight 
to  the  death.  For  if  she  flinched,  and 
allowed  Austria  and  Germany  to  have 
their  way,  it  would  be  the  end  of  Russia's 
day  as  a  great  power  and  as  protector  of 
the  smaller  Slav  states,  and  it  would  also 
destroy  her  last  hope  of  an  open  ice-free 
position  on  the  sea. 

Less  than  three  years  ago,  in  the  Balkan 
War,  as  you  can  see  from  the  correspond- 
ence published  in  the  British  White 
Papers,  Russia  repeated  the  warning  with 
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the  utmost  clearness  and  gravity  that  she 
would  resist  by  arms  any  further  tamper- 
ing with  the  status  quo — that  is,  the 
position  as  ratified  by  agreement  between 
the  Powers.  Austria  and  Germany  knew 
that  they  were  provoking  war.  To  use 
the  words  of  the  German  Ambassador  in 
Vienna  (in  White  Paper  No.  32),  "  Germany 
knew  very  well  what  she  was  about  in  back- 
ing up  Austria-Hungary  in  this  matter." 

At  the  back  of  it  all,  in  the  mind  of 
Russia,  is  the  question  of  an  ice-free  port 
on  the  open  sea.  Russia  has  none.  For 
a  century  she  has  been  striving  to  secure 
one.  That  aim  guides  her  policy  now, 
just  as  it  was  behind  the  Crimean  War, 
the  Russo-Turkish  War  and  the  Russo- 
Japanese  War.  In  the  latter  it  was  Port 
Arthur,  in  the  others  Constantinople,  as 
controlling  the  Bosphorus  and  Dardan- 
elles. From  time  to  time  Russia  has 
moved  to  realise  this  ambition,  but  the 
strength  of  the  opposition  has  been  too 
great.  The  ideal,  however,  has  never 
been  abandoned,  and  it  has  been  well 
understood  that  whilst  Russia  may  ac- 
quiesce in  the  position  of  to-day,  with 
Constantinople  in  the  feeble  and  failing 
hands  of  Turkey,  there  can  be  no  question 
of  any  other  Power  stepping  into  Turkey's 
place.  It  has  been  perfectly  well  under- 
stood that  if  Austria  pursued  this  aim, 
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Russia  would  fight  to  the  death.  Thus 
the  Austrian  policy  of  expansion  in  the 
Near  East  made  war  with  Russia  an 
absolute  certainty  sooner  or  later. 

But,  as  you  will  see  presently,  it  is  not 
Austria  alone,  nor  even  Austria  as  the 
friend  and  ally  of  Germany,  that  Russia 
has  to  reckon  with.  The  interest  of 
Germany  herself — political,  financial,  ter- 
ritorial, her  whole  scheme  and  plan  of 
World  Power,  are  vitally  concerned.  You 
will  see  this  better  when  I  come  to  deal 
with  the  Baghdad  Railway.  The  hand 
of  Germany  was  clearly  shown  in  1908 
when  (Russia  being  hard  hit  by  the 
disastrous  Japanese  war  and  paralysed 
by  internal  troubles,  revolutions  and 
famine)  Austria,  without  excuse  or  warn- 
ing, seized  the  opportunity  to  violate  the 
agreement  between  the  great  Powers,  and 
formally  annexed  the  two  Slav  provinces  of 
Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  adjoining  Servia. 

Russia  protested  against  this  violation 
of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  and  then  the 
Kaiser  made  his  limelit  entry  on  the  stage 
with  the  melodramatic  declaration,  "  We 
stand  beside  our  ally  in  shining  armour." 
It  was  done  with  the  air  of  the  swaggering 
bully — a  studied  and  carefully  prepared 
humiliation  of  Russia  before  the  whole 
world.  Russia  was  compelled  to  give 
way,  but  she  did  not  forgive  or  forget. 
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She  took  it  for  notice,  and  began  those 
preparations  the  fruits  of  which  you  are 
learning  in  the  daily  cables.  When,  a 
few  weeks  ago,  the  Kaiser  gave  Russia 
the  still  more  insolent  order  to  demobilise 
within  twelve  hours,  he  forgot,  as  the 
"  Times  "  put  it,  that  "  you  cannot  hu- 
miliate a  powerful  opponent  twice.  The 
second  time  he  will  fight." 

I  shall  show  you  presently  why  Ger- 
many risked  war  in  defence  of  Austria's 
annexation  of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina, 
and  in  the  meanwhile  let  me  turn  to 
Austria's  Italian  frontier.  You  will  re- 
member that  Austria  is  Italy's  old  op- 
pressor and  traditional  enemy,  and  that 
away  back  in  history  Austria  conquered 
and  annexed  a  large  portion  of  Italian 
territory.  Much  of  it  was  recovered,  and 
since  the  days  of  Italian  independence — 
the  days  of  Garibaldi,  Cavour  and  Victor 
Emmanuel — Austria,  expelled  from  the 
great  peninsula,  has  retained  a  compara- 
tively small  part  of  what  she  once  held. 
But  that  part  is  still  regarded  by  Italians 
as  part  of  their  own  country,  of  which 
they  were  robbed.  Look  where  the  great 
port  of  Trieste  is  at  the  head  of  the 
Adriatic.  That  is  Austria's  great  seaport, 
but  it  is  in  the  territory  taken  from  Italy, 
the  people  are  Italians  and  the  Italian 
nation  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  that 
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area  call  that  part  Italia  Irredenta — Un- 
redeemed Italy.  The  name  is  enough  to 
show  you  what  they  think. 

You  wonder  then  how  it  comes  about 
that  Italy  was  ever  a  partner  in  the 
Triple  Alliance  with  her  hereditary  enemy. 
Many  people  wonder  ;  but  politics,  like 
adversity,  make  strange  bed-fellows,  and 
Italy  swallowed  Austria  as  an  ally  because 
she  feared  and  could  not  fight  her  as  an 
enemy.  The  reasons  have  weakened,  but 
the  appeal  of  Unredeemed  Italy  is  as 
strong  as  ever.  Apart  from  this,  however, 
it  is  against  reason  to  suppose  that  Italy 
would  welcome  Austria's  annexation  of 
the  opposite  shores  of  the  Adriatic  or 
help  her  principal  neighbour,  and  old 
enemy,  to  secure  the  ports  of  Durazzo 
and  Salonika. 

The  internal  troubles  of  Austria,  due 
to  the  mixture  of  races,  have  been  aggra- 
vated by  the  overbearing  and  intolerant 
attitude  of  the  German  section  and  the 
determination  to  Germanise  all  the  others 
who  in  the  aggregate  vastly  outnumber 
them.  Whether  the  Pan-Germanic  idea 
goes  the  length  with  them  of  fusion  with 
the  German  Empire,  whether  they  would 
submit  to  the  realisation  of  the  Kaiser's 
vision  of  himself  as  Autocrat  and  Overlord 
from  the  North  Sea  to  the  Mediterranean 
and  beyond,   I   cannot   say,   but   within 
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their  sphere  the  Austrian- Germans  have 
shown  the  characteristic  military  harsh- 
ness and  intolerance  of  the  Prussian  ruling 
class,  and  have  with  apparent  zeal  played 
the  part  assigned  to  them  by  the  Kaiser. 

Look  now  at  the  map  and  see  what 
Germany's  interests  and  ambition  are  in 
this  quarter,  and  you  will  realise  that  the 
"  shining  armour  incident  was  no  irre- 
sponsible or  wanton  piece  of  play-acting  ; 
it  was  serious  business.  The  Kaiser,  for 
all  his  humanitarian  and  Christian  pro- 
fessions, never  ceased  to  befriend  and 
natter  that  able  but  inhuman  monster, 
the  deposed  Sultan  of  Turkey,  Abdul 
Hamid  the  Damned — as  he  is  known. 
The  German  Emperor  is  the  only  sovereign 
or  head  of  a  great  nation  who  has  ever 
consented  to  meet  or  greet  Abdul  Hamid. 
Many  will  recollect  the  sensational  and 
spectacular  tour  of  the  Kaiser  to  the 
East  some  years  ago.  It  was  a  pageant, 
and  because  of  the  display  of  pomp  and 
Eastern  magnificence — a  kind  of  glorified 
Lord  Mayor's  show — it  was  the  object 
of  much  ridicule  and  caricature.  It  was 
business — real  hard  business  on  the 
Kaiser's  part,  and  not  the  absurd  theat- 
rical outbreak  of  a  vain  and  egotistical  ec- 
centric, as  the  world  generally  supposed. 

This    great    Christian    monarch,    who 
calls  himself  God's  Vicegerent,  then  made 
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the  journey  to  Constantinople  to  flatter 
and  pay  court  to  the ,  greatest  murderer 
of  modern  times  and  to  shake  the  hand 
that  was  dripping  with  the  fresh  shed 
blood  of  a  hundred  thousand  butchered 
Christians.  Pursuing  his  pageant  journey 
to  Palestine  he  proclaimed  himself  there 
the  protector  of  the  Christians  of  Asia 
Minor — who  had  previously  looked  to 
France  ;  and  the  world  thought  that  this 
was  merely  a  wanton  backhander  with 
the  mailed  fist  for  France  !  At  the  same 
time,  with  the  egoist's  lack  of  humour, 
he,  who  had  no  Mahomedan  subjects, 
announced  himself  as  the  protector  of  the 
two  hundred  million  followers  of  Mahomed 
throughout  the  world.  It  sounds  like 
burlesque,  but  it  had  its  serious  purpose  and 
result.  It  was  all  done  for  business  reasons. 
The  Kaiser  is  a  many-sided  man,  and 
not  the  least  of  his  gifts  is  a  remarkably 
keen  eye  to  practical  business  ;  and  the 
business  on  which  he  had  his  eye  at  that 
time  was  one  of  the  most  startling  and 
audacious  ever  attempted  by  any  country. 
The  main  lines  of  railway  running  from 
Austria  to  Constantinople  and  Salonika 
are  largely  built  and  owned  or  controlled 
by  German  capital  under  the  direct  in- 
fluence of  the  German  government  and 
worked  in  the  interests  of  Germany. 
Germany's    interest   in   Turkey    and    her 
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influence  there  are  immense.  Every  day 
brings  fresh  evidence  of  this  fact.  Recall 
how  the  two  German  cruisers,  the  Goeben 
and  Breslau,  raced  for  refuge  in  Turkish 
waters — where  by  International  Law  they 
ought  to  have  been  disarmed  and  interned 
until  the  war  was  over.  Why  then  did 
they  risk  destruction  or  capture  by  leaving 
Italian  waters  for  the  perilous  race  to 
Constantinople  ?  You  have  seen  the 
answer  in  the  "  faked  "  sale  of  the  two 
ships  to  Turkey.  They  still  keep  their 
German  crews  and  commanders.  That 
illustrates  the  hold  that  the  Kaiser  has 
upon  Turkey. 

The  German  Government,  through  the 
Deutsche  Bank  and  other  institutions, 
practically  controls  Turkey.  The  object 
of  the  Kaiser's  journey  was  to  strengthen 
this  hold  and  extend  it  :  the  alteration  of 
the  Baghdad  Railway  concession  and  its 
various  extensions  repaid  his  trouble. 
You  see  the  main  lines  of  this  concession 
traced  on  the  map.  That  shows  simply 
the  main  lines  as  projected,  but  only  part- 
ly completed.  It  does  not  show  the  net- 
work of  branches,  but  you  may  take  it 
that  the  terms  of  the  concession  secure 
to  Germany  a  practical  monopoly  of  the 
whole  railway  system  of  Asia  Minor.  In- 
teresting particulars  are  given  in  Professor 
Charles    Sarolea's    book,    "  The    Anglo- 
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German  Problem."  The  line  starts  from 
Constantinople,  gives  access  to  the  great 
harbour  of  Alexandretta  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  goes  thence  via  Baghdad  "  to 
a  port  to  be  selected  in  the  Persian  Gulf." 
The  line  forks  near  Aleppo  and  the  other 
branch  will  pass  not  far  from  the  Suez 
Canal  down  the  Red  Sea  to  Mecca. 

It  is  believed  that  part  of  the  considera- 
tion which  the  Kaiser  gave  to  his  friend 
Abdul  Hamid  was  the  promise  to  restore 
to  him  Egypt  as  soon  as  the  railway  was 
completed  and  German  troops  could  be 
carried  there  to  expel  the  British.  One 
glance  at  the  map  will  show  that  the  plan 
has  been  elaborated  with  German  thor- 
oughness. With  the  railway  systems  of 
Turkey  and  Asia  Minor  in  German  hands 
and  the  port  of  Salonika  in  possession  of 
Austria  immense  armies  could  be  trans- 
ported in  a  few  days  to  threaten  India 
from  the  Persian  Gulf  and  to  occupy  the 
Suez  Canal  and  Egypt — leaving  to  England 
the  impossible  task  of  attacking  from  the 
sea  to  help  Egypt,  and  of  transporting  her 
armies  round  Africa  to  hold  India.  So  the 
Kaiser  had  something  .at  stake  when  he 
"  stood  beside  his  ^hining  armour." 

And  it  is  out  of  v  ling  armour  " 

incident  that  the  great  war  has  come 
about.  On  the  28th  June  the  Crown 
Prince    of    Austria    was    assassinated    in 
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Sarajevo,  the  capital  of  Bosnia.  The 
principal  assassin  was  an  Austrian  subject 
— that  is  he  was  a  native  of  this  annexed 
territory  and  became  an  Austrian  subject 
by  annexation.  The  Servian  Government 
had  warned  the  Austrian  Government 
against  this  man  and  had  offered  to  hand 
him  over  to  Austria  shortly  before  the 
murder,  when  he  was  in  Servian  Territory. 
The  Austrian  authorities,  however,  thought 
him  harmless. 

The  Crown  Prince,  a  brave,  strong- 
willed  man  of  marked  character,  ignored 
the  warnings  of  disaffection  and  probable 
attempts  on  his  life,  made  a  visit  of  mili- 
tary inspection,  and  even  after  one  open 
attempt  at  assassination  proceeded  in  an 
open  carriage  without  any  adequate 
guard.  He  and  his  consort  were  killed. 
It  was  a  cruel,  cowardly,  atrocious  crime. 
It  is  true  that  the  act  was  the  passionate 
protest  of  a  crude  and  violent  people 
against  the  annexation  of  their  country. 
It  is  true  that  it  was  foreseen  and  foretold 
as  inevitable.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that 
this  plot  and  many  others  were  hatched 
in  Servia,  where  the  kindred  peoples  are 
also  threatened  by  Austrian  ambition. 
It  is  not  regarded  theref  as  a  crime,  but  as 
an  heroic  act  of  patriotism.  Where  we 
hold  meetings  in  protest,  they  use  bombs. 
To  us,  it  remains  a  crime.  But  the 
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question  "  whose  crime  ?  "  is  as  yet 
unanswered,  for  there  is  a  horrible  alter- 
native to  the  charge  against  Servia. 

The  late  Crown  Prince  was  a  very 
strong  and  remarkable  character.  The 
man  who  claimed  the  right  for  himself  and 
his  bride  to  marry  where  they  loved — the 
right  of  ordinary  people  ;  and  who  did 
marry  the  lady  of  his  choice — a  member 
of  the  minor  nobility — in  the  face  of  the 
unrelenting  opposition  of  the  Emperor 
and  Court  and  "  proudest  aristocracy  in 
the  world  "  ;  who  faced  the  Imperial 
Decree  that  his  wife  would  never  become 
"  Crown  Princess  "  and  never  "  Empress," 
but  merely  his  morganatic  wife,  known 
as  the  Duchess  of  Hohenburg;  who  was 
prepared  to  face  forfeiture  of  his  succes- 
sion, and  who  did  face  the  cruel,  intolerant 
decree  that  deprived  his  children  of  all 
right  of  succession ;  the  man  who  did 
that  rather  than  give  way  an  inch  where 
the  woman  whom  he  loved  was  concerned 
was  no  ordinary  royalty.  It  is  left  for 
their  persecutors  to  reflect  that  the 
assassin  who  killed  him  struck  her  dead 
too,  as  she  tried  to  screen  him  with  her 
body,  and  that  they  died  literally  in  each 
other's  arms.  The  reign  of  the  aged 
Emperor  of  Austria,  Francis  Joseph,  the 
Man  of  Sorrows,  has  been  one  long  suc- 
cession of  tragedies — culminating,   as  in 
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some  great  drama,  in  this  last  act,  the 
most  sensational  and  most  terrible  of  all. 

It  was  the  known  aim  and  determina- 
tion of  the  late  Crown  Prince  to  break 
down  the  dual  system  by  which  German 
and  Magyar  dominated  Austria  and  Hun- 
gary, and  to  substitute  a  liberal  recogni- 
tion of  the  other  races.  This  policy  was 
bitterly  opposed  by  those  whose  arbitrary 
power  was  threatened,  namely,  the  present 
dominating  party  in  Austria-Hungary. 
Unfortunately,  by  a  cruel,  but  not  un- 
common, irony  it  was  also  bitterly  opposed 
by  the  largest  section  of  those  whom  the 
policy  would  have  benefited  most,  namely, 
the  Austrian  Slavs.  To  them,  and  to 
their  Slav  neighbours  in  the  Balkans, 
the  liberal  policy  of  the  Crown  Prince 
seemed  more  fatal  than  that  of  the 
domineering  German  and  Magyar,  because 
it  threatened,  by  placating  the  Austrian 
Slavs,  to  make  Austria  strong  and  destroy 
the  dream  of  Slav  reunion  in  a  Slav 
confederation  or  Empire  of  which  Servia 
would  be  the  heart  and  soul. 

The  Austrian  authorities,  whose  rule  of 
Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  since  the  "  shin- 
ing armour  "  annexation  has  been  one  of 
military  force  guided  by  spies  and  an 
appallingly  vicious  secret  service,  knew 
well — for  Servia  had  warned  them,  and 
it  was  common  street  talk — that  there 
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would  be  attempts  on  the  life  of  the  Crown 
Prince  during  his  visit  to  Serajevo  ;  yet 
no  precautions  were  taken,  no  ordinary 
protection  was  provided  for  him.  The 
Crown  Prince  himself  knew  that  he  was 
to  be  attacked  by  one  lot  and  abandoned 
by  the  other.  Little  doubt,  that  is  why 
the  wife  for  whom  he  had  sacrificed  so 
much  insisted  on  being  with  him  as  they 
drove  through  the  streets,  and  persisted 
in  leaning  forward  as  though  to  shelter 
him.  When  the  bomb  was  thrown  and 
missed  its  mark,  the  Crown  Prince — a 
man  so  brave  surely  deserved  a  better 
fate ! — insisted  on  going  on,  with  no 
further  precaution  or  protection  ;  but  in 
the  last  words  of  his  that  are  recorded  he 
revealed  that  he  knew  who  were  parties 
to  the  plot.  "The  fellow  will  get  the 
Iron  Cross  of  Valour  for  this,"  he  said  to 
a  member  of  his  suite  ;  and  moved  on  to 
meet  his  death  at  the  second  attempt  a 
few  minutes  later. 

Whether  the  "  influential  circles  "  in 
Austria  and  Hungary  were  or  were  not 
parties]  to  the  assassination  cannot  be 
stated  with  certainty,  and  may  never  be 
known  ;  but  what  is  stated  and  widely 
believed  is  :  firstly,  that  the  authorities 
were  warned,  and  in  any  case  must  have 
known,  that  the  attempt  would  be  made  ; 
secondly,  that  they  took  no  reasonable, 
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or  even  customary,  precautions  to  protect 
the  Prince  ;  and  thirdly,  that  when  the 
news  of  the  assassination  reached  Vienna 
and  Buda  Pesth  it  was  received  with 
"  every  sign  of  relief  in  certain  circles." 

Needless  to  say,  these  things  never 
reached  the  aged  and  revered  Emperor. 
To  him,  a  lover  of  peace  to  whom  peace 
has  been  denied  throughout  a  lifelong 
reign,  a  man  of  many  terrible  personal 
sorrows,  this  was  a  wanton,  cruel  murder 
by  the  known  enemies  of  his  house  and 
country.  His  only  son  and  heir  murdered 
or  self-slain — a  mystery  never  solved  ;  his 
daughter  banished  in  disgrace ;  his  wife, 
the  gentlest  and  kindest  of  women,  who 
never  harmed  a  living  soul,  assassinated  ; 
and  now  the  nephew  and  heir  to  whom 
he  and  his  house  and  his  country  looked  ! 

Whatever  be  the  truth  of  the  murder, 
one  must  recognise  that  an  intense  and 
terrible  indignation  on  the  part  of  the 
Emperor  and  the  people  of  the  Empire 
was  only  human  and  natural.  An  occa- 
sion and  conditions  had  been  provided 
for  those  "  who  fish  in  troubled  waters  " 
far  beyond  their  wildest  dreams.  There 
was  an  outburst  of  horror  and  indignation 
from  the  whole  civilised  world — stronger, 
perhaps,  in  England  than  anywhere  ;  for 
there  the  feelings  of  sympathy  were  the 
product  of  a  long,  genuine  and  unbroken 


36     THE   ORIGIN,    CAUSES   AND 

friendship.  Perhaps  the  greatest  and 
most  bewildering  shock  to  British  public 
opinion  was  to  find  that  behind  all  that  was 
genuine  and  moving  there  were  bold  and 
crafty  manipulators  using  it  as  a  screen  for 
long-prepared  and  far-reaching  schemes. 

The  first  act  of  the  Austrian  Govern- 
ment was  to  publish  a  notification  that 
an  inquiry  would  be  held  to  fix  responsi- 
bility for  the  crime,  and  then  steps  taken 
appropriate  to  the  occasion  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Imperial  House.  Three  weeks 
elapsed ;  and  then  there  followed  ten 
days  which  will  live  in  history  while 
history  is  read.  In  a  White  Book  issued 
by  the  British  Government  there  is  pub- 
lished the  correspondence  which  passed 
during  those  days  between  Sir  Edward 
Grey  and  the  various  British  Ambassa- 
dors, together  with  communications  to 
and  from  the  representatives  of  other 
Powers.  All  who  wish  to  know  the  truth 
should  read  this  book.  It  has  been  pub- 
lished by  the  Union  Government,  and  is 
for  sale  at  Is.  6d.  per  copy  ;  and  it  now 
includes  a  despatch  from  the  British 
Minister  at  Berlin  describing  the  "  rupture 
of  diplomatic  relations  with  the  German 
Government. " 

This  publication  contains  the  story  of 
about  ten  days,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to 
find  any  ten  days  in  all   history  charged 
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with  movements  and  decisions  calculated 
to  affect  such  immense  issues. 

Let  me  give  you  certain  dates.  The 
Crown  Prince  of  Austria  was  assassinated 
on  the  28th  June,  and  on  the  23rd  July 
Austria  issued  the  forty-eight  hours  ulti- 
matum to  Servia  ;  on  the  31st  July  Ger- 
many delivered  her  ultimatums  to  Russia 
and  France  ;  on  the  3rd  August  Belgian 
neutrality  was  violated  by  Germany  ; 
and  on  the  4th  August  the  British  ulti- 
matum to  Germany  to  withdraw  from 
Belgium  expired,  and  we  were  at  war.  It 
is  no  easy  matter  to  summarise  fairly  in 
the  course  of  a  single  address  matter  so 
important,  far  reaching  and  debatable  as 
is  here  concerned.  The  most  careful  study 
of  the  White  Book  itself  containing  all 
this  correspondence  would  not  suffice  to 
form  judgment  on  all  matters,  because  one 
should  have  a  similar  publication  by  the 
other  great  Powers  ;  but  the  record  is  so 
clear,  and  the  salient  facts  are  so  unques- 
tionable, both  as  to  authenticity  and 
importance,  that  there  is  no  risk  of  mis- 
judgment  on  the  general  issue,  viz.,  at 
whose  door  lies  the  fault  that  we  are  at  war  ? 

Outside  of  Germany  and  Austria  the 
ultimatum  sent  by  the  latter  to  Servia  was 
universally  described  as  unprecedented  in 
its  severity,  and  quite  impossible  of  accept- 
ance as  it  stood — doubly  impossible,  firstly 
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because  of  the  time  limit  of  forty-eight 
hours,  and  secondly  because  of  the  nature 
of  the  demands.  This  is  no  ex  parte 
statement.  In  communication  No.  18 
in  the  White  Book  you  will  see  that  the 
German  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
admitted  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Servian  Government  to  swallow  certain 
of  the  Austrian  demands.  He  also  con- 
fessed that  he  thought  the  Note  left  much 
to  be  desired  as  a  diplomatic  document. 
That  is  the  judgment  of  the  German 
Foreign  Minister  as  to  the  character 
of  the  ultimatum.  Sir  Edward  Grey's 
opinion  was  expressed  in  Dispatch  No. 
24  on  25th  July.  "  The  sudden,  brusque, 
and  peremptory  character  makes  it  almost 
inevitable  that  Russia  and  Austria  will 
have  mobilised  against  each  other." 

Now  as  to  the  time  limit.  You  will 
see  (No.  3)  that  on  the  23rd  July  Sir 
Edward  Grey,  the  instant  he  heard  from 
the  Austrian  Ambassador  of  the  idea  of 
sending  an  ultimatum,  made  the  most 
earnest  protest  and  appeal  against  the 
time  limit,  dwelling  on  the  awful  conse- 
quences and  pointing  out  how  it  would 
inflame  opinion  and  make  it  quite  impos- 
sible for  those  who  desired  to  find  a 
peaceful  solution  to  do  anything  at  all. 
You  will  see  the  protest  of  Russia  in 
which   Russia    says    that  whilst   Austria 
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affected  the  desire  to  satisfy  the  other 
Powers  of  the  justice  of  her  case,  and 
stated  that  she  held  at  their  disposal  a 
dossier  containing  all  the  evidence  and 
the  proofs  of  the  case  against  Servia,  this 
offer  became  worthless  when  the  time 
limit  of  forty-eight  hours  was  imposed, 
for,  obviously,  as  Russia  pointed  out, 
before  any  of  the  Powers  could  possibly 
obtain  and  consider  the  record  on  which 
the  Austrian  case  was  based,  the  ulti- 
matum would  expire  and  Austria  would 
be  at  war.  This  point  was  repeatedly 
pressed  home  by  Sir  Edward  Grey  through- 
out the  negotiations. 

Austria's  attitude  was  uncompromising, 
and  Germany  backed  her  up.  It  was 
held  in  Russia  and  in  France  that  Austria 
wanted  war,  intended  to  have  war  at  any 
cost,  because  of  her  determination  to 
punish  Servia — even  if  she  had  no  designs 
beyond  that.  The  German  Foreign  Minis- 
ter admitted  that  Austria  "  wished  to  give 
the  Servians  a  lesson,  and  therefore  meant 
to  take  military  action."  This  is  re- 
peatedly stated  and  justified  by  the 
Ministers  and  the  Ambassadors  of  Ger- 
many. At  that  stage,  however,  they 
affected  to  believe  that  the  quarrel  might 
be  localised,  that  is,  remain  a  quarrel 
between  Austria  and  Servia. 

Germany's  attitude  was  that  it  was  no 
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concern  of  Russia's,  and  that  as  long  as 
Russia  did  not  interfere  it  would  be  a 
purely  local  matter — the  infliction  of 
deserved  punishment  upon  Servia.  This-, 
of  course,  merely  ignored,  all  previous 
history  and  Russia's  vital  interests  as  a 
great  Power  ;  and  Germany's  claim  that 
the  matter  was  no  concern  of  Russia's 
was  merely  a  repetition  of  the  "  shining 
armour "  incident.  It  was  in  effect  a 
demand  that  Austria  should  have  a  free 
hand  to  march  towards  the  Mediterranean 
and  Salonika.  Of  all  the  great  States  of 
Europe,  Germany  alone  affected  the  atti- 
tude that  the  quarrel  between  Austria 
and  Servia  was  a  local  affair. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  correspon- 
dence, Sir  Edward  Grey  pointed  out  to 
Germany  the  steps  by  which  all  the  great 
Powers  must  inevitably  be  drawn  in.  He 
made  every  effort  and  used  every  argu- 
ment to  induce  Germany  to  throw  her 
weight  in  the  scale  on  the  side  of  peace. 
It  must  be  pointed  out  that  Sir  Edward 
Grey  repeatedly  and  emphatically  stated 
that  to  go  to  war  on  behalf  of  Servia  was 
unthinkable  ;  that  as  long  as  it  remained 
a  matter  between  Servia  and  Austria 
alone  England  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it;  and  he  made  it  clear  that  there 
was  no  manner  of  sympathy  with  Servian 
methods  and  Servian  records. 
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But  it  is  necessary  to  point  out  one  or 
two  important  matters  in  connection 
with  the  case  against  Servia.  Firstly, 
the  actual  assassins  were  two  Austrian 
subjects,  not  Servians.  Secondly,  the 
so-called  trial,  or  investigation,  on  which 
the  Austrian  case  was  founded  was  one 
conducted  by  Austria  alone — not  a  public 
inquiry  in  which  Servia  was  represented, 
but  a  secret  and  one-sided  inquiry.  The 
findings  may  or  may  not  be  true.  The 
method  of  inquiry  is  wholly  unconvincing. 
Thirdly,  the  demands  made  by  Austria 
upon  Servia  were  almost  entirely  con- 
ceded within  the  stipulated  time  limit, 
and  those  which  were  not  conceded  in  full 
were  asked  by  the  Servian  Government 
to  be  referred  to  arbitration,  either  by  the 
great  Powers  or  by  the  Hague  Tribunal. 

Sir  Edward  Grey's  first  efforts  were 
directed  towards  extending  the  time  limit 
so  as  to  give  peacemakers  a  chance.  He 
then  endeavoured  to  bring  about  friendly 
discussions  between  Russia  and  Austria 
— an  exchange  of  assurances  which  would 
have  removed  apprehension  of  a  general 
war — but  Austria  refused  to  give  the 
only  assurance  which  Russia  asked  for, 
viz.,  that  whatever  punishment  Austria 
might  inflict  upon  Servia,  Servia  should 
not  be  annexed  or  deprived  of  her  integ- 
rity and  independence  as  a  State.     At  a 
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later  stage  it  is  true  that  this  and  even 
more  was  conceded  by  Austria,  but  by 
that  time  the  real  war-maker  had  inter- 
vened and  Germany  had  made  peace 
impossible.  The  time  limit  of  forty-eight 
hours  expired,  Austria  refusing  to  guaran- 
tee that  Servia's  independence  would  be 
respected,  and  the  war  began  the  instant 
the  time  limit  terminated. 

In  his  almost  superhuman  efforts  to 
avert  the  disaster  of  a  European  war  Sir 
Edward  Grey  brushed  aside  all  conven- 
tions of  diplomacy  and  all  formalities, 
and  he  risked  failure  and  rebuff  in  the 
cause  of  peace.  Personal  appeals  were 
made  by  King  George  and  by  the  Czar 
without  result. 

From  the  outset  Russia  pointed  out 
that  the  decision  lay  really  with  Germany, 
as  Austria  dare  not  embroil  her  all-power- 
ful ally  without  consent  and  approval 
being  previously  obtained.  Russia  pointed 
out  that  Austria  was  and  had  been  for  a 
generation  wholly  dependent  for  protec- 
tion upon  Germany  and  wholly  subser- 
vient to  German  direction,  and  that  no 
proof  was  necessary  to  show  that  Austria 
would  not  and  could  not  take  any  step 
which  might  involve  Germany  without 
the  most  complete  previous  discussion 
and  understanding.  From  Russia  came 
the  warning  that  the  ultimatum  to  Servia 
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must  have  been  shown  to  and  discussed 
with  Germany  beforehand,  a  warning  en- 
dorsed by  the  British  Ambassador  at 
Vienna,  who  in  this  correspondence  states 
that  he  had  learnt  privately  that  the 
German  Ambassador  at  Vienna  had  been 
given  the  text  of  the  ultimatum  and  had 
telegraphed  it  to  the  Kaiser  before  it  had 
been  despatched  to  Servia. 

From  Russia  and  France  came  constant 
warnings  that  Germany's  delays  and 
excuses  were  merely  blinds  to  gain  time 
and  a  big  start  over  others  in  her  mobilisa- 
tion, which  mobilisation  was  already 
being  pushed  on  with  feverish  haste.  The 
German  Government  frankly  stated,  as 
will  be  seen  from  this  correspondence, 
that  their  advantage  lay  in  quick  mobilisa- 
tion. "  We  have  the  speed,  Russia  the 
numbers."  There  is  no  question  that 
Germany  had  already  taken  all  the  essen- 
tial steps.  It  was,  of  course,  also  very 
well  known  that  Germany's  preparations 
for  this  long  foreseen  conflict  contemplated 
an  offensive  war  without  any  notice,  so 
as  to  enable  her  to  attack  France  with  all 
her  forces  and  overwhelm  her  before 
Russia  could  mobilise. 

To  return  to  the  narrative  of  the  ten 
days,  however.  Even  after  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  Sir  Edward  Grey 
did  not  despair ;    he  seemed,  indeed,  to 
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redouble  his  efforts  in  the  cause  of  peace. 
The  tortuous  ways  of  diplomacy  are 
brought  out  very  clearly  by  this  publica- 
tion of  letters  and  telegrams,  strung  to- 
gether by  a  series  of  numbers  without 
even  an  explanatory  remark.  They  are 
difficult  to  follow,  but  a  careful  study 
throws  an  extraordinary  light  on  the 
position.  For  instance,  side  by  side  with 
the  statement  already  recorded  that  the 
ultimatum  was  wired  to  the  Kaiser,  we 
find  the  German  Foreign  Minister  (No. 
18)  "  declaring  .  .  .  very  earnestly  that, 
though  he  had  been  accused  of  knowing 
all  about  the  contents  of  that  Note,  he 
had  in  fact  no  such  knowledge."  That 
statement  was  made  on  the  25th  July. 
Turn  to  No.  38,  and  you  will  find  that 
Germany's  partner  in  the  Triple  Alliance, 
Italy,  was  made  cognisant  of  the  terms 
of  this  Note  in  time  to  enable  the  British 
Minister  in  Rome  to  advise  Sir  Edward 
Grey  of  it  on  the  23rd  July,  the  day  it  was 
issued!  Is  it  believable  that  Italy  was  in- 
formed by  Austria,  and  Germany  was  not? 
When  the  effort  to  bring  about  an 
understanding  between  Austria  and  Russia 
direct  had  failed,  and  when  hostilities 
were  actually  in  progress,  Sir  Edward 
Grey  proposed  the  good  offices  of  the 
other  Powers  to  find  a  settlement  con- 
sistent with  Austria's  dignity  and  rights. 
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Russia  voluntarily  stood  back,  and  sug- 
gested that  Germany,  Italy,  France  and 
England  might  talk  matters  over  and  try 
to  find  a  peaceful  way.  This  was  ap- 
proved by  Italy  and  France,  and  Sir 
Edward  Grey  waited  during  priceless 
hours  for  Germany's  reply.  The  reply 
did  not  come  until  27th  July  (see  No.  43). 
The  German  Secretary  of  State  said 
"...  that  the  conference  you  suggest 
would  practically  amount  to  a  Court  of 
Arbitration.  .  .  .  He  could  not  therefore 
fall  in  with  your  suggestion." 

Later  on  during  the  same  day  the 
German  Ambassador  informed  Sir  Edward 
Grey  (see  No.  46)  that  the  German  Govern- 
ment accepted  in  principle  mediation 
between  Austria  and  Russia  by  the  four 
Powers  ;  upon  which  Sir  Edward  Grey 
again  made  representations  to  Germany 
that  if  they  agreed  in  principle  and  would 
propose  any  other  method  of  carrying  it 
into  practice,  England  and  the  other 
Powers  would  gladly  accept  it ;  adding 
that  the  time  was  slipping  by  and  if 
anything  was  to  be  done  it  had  to  be  done 
quickly.  Still  no  help  from  Germany  ! 
And  in  the  meantime  such  warnings  as  in 
No.  82  from  Constantinople  that  the 
designs  of  Austria  extended  far  beyond  a 
punitive  expedition  and  involved  the 
acquisition  of  territory  down  to  Salonika  ; 
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also  in  No.  19  the  information  that  Austria 
intended  to  seize  the  Salonika  railway. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  follow  all  the  steps. 
Success  seemed  about  to  crown  Sir  Edward 
Grey's  efforts  when  gradually  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  Powers  most  nearly  con- 
cerned seemed  to  be  smoothed  away,  and 
the  prospect  of  a  peaceful  solution  was 
in  sight.  The  position  was  such  that 
Sir  Edward  Grey  was  able  to  direct  the 
British  Ambassador  at  Berlin  to  say  that 
"  the  only  thing  now  needed  was  for 
Germany  to  press  the  button  in  the  cause 
of  peace."  But  what  matter  the  details  ? 
The  supreme  test  came  at  last.  In  a 
final  effort  to  limit  the  area  of  conflict, 
Sir  Edward  Grey  proposed  that  Austria 
should  go  so  far  as  to  occupy  Belgrade, 
the  seat  of  the  Government  of  Servia, 
and  to  hold  it  as  security  for  all  adequate 
amends  by  Servia  ;  and  that  when  this 
position  was  reached  Austria  should  recog- 
nise that  circumstances  had  arisen  entirely 
altering  the  position  and  that  the  war 
could  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  local 
affair,  but  that  immense  issues  were  now 
involved  ;  that  in  view  of  this  Austria 
should  discuss  with  the  other  great  Powers 
the  means  by  which  this  punishment  or  this 
reparation  could  be  effected  consistently 
with  the  maintenance  of  European  peace 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  status  of 
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Servia  and  her  relations  with  Austria  and 
her  neighbours  had  been  determined,  not 
by  treaty  between  Servia  and  Austria, 
but  by  the  decision  of  the  united  great 
Powers,  and  that  Austria  in  again  con- 
sulting the  Powers  would  be  doing  no 
more  than  was  strictly  correct,  seeing 
that  the  war  threatened  to  upset  the 
arrangements  to  which  all  the  Powers  were 
parties.  This  proposal,  you  must  remem- 
ber, was  made  although  there  had  been 
no  impartial  trial  or  investigation  to 
show  Servia's  responsibility  or  guilt ;  but 
so  appalling  was  the  prospect  of  a  Euro- 
pean war  that  the  peace-seeking  nations 
were  willing  to  accept  Austria's  unsup- 
ported statement,  and  to  assume  the  guilt 
of  Servia  if  that  would  restrict  the  scope 
of  the  disaster. 

•^In  this  proposal,  it  appears,  Servia 
acquiesced ;  at  any  rate  Russia,  the 
protector  of  Servia,  accepted  it.  On  the 
31st  July,  to  the  unspeakable  relief  of 
the  nations,  Austria  also  accepted  it.  In 
communications  Nos.  133  and  135  there 
will  be  found  Sir  Edward  Grey's  state- 
ment, communicated  to  Germany  and  to 
Russia,  that  the  Austrian  Government, 
in  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  England 
for  the  preservation  of  peace,  were  pre- 
pared to  consider  favourably  the  proposal 
for  mediation  between  Austria  and  Servia. 
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One  would  suppose  that  when  the  three 
parties  to  the  quarrel  had  agreed  to  a 
peaceful  settlement  the  risks  of  war  were 
removed.  It  was  not  so,  however.  This 
was  the  moment  selected  by  Germany 
to  issue  her  twelve-hour  ultimatums  right 
and  left,  to  Russia  and  France.  It 
seemed  strange  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment," said  the  British  Ambassador  in 
Paris  to  Sir  Edward  Grey  (No.  126), 
"...  that  the  German  Government  should 
have  at  that  moment  presented  an  ulti- 
matum at  St.  Petersburg  requiring  im- 
mediate demobilisation  by  Russia." 

It  was  strange  indeed  when  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  profession  of  Ger- 
many in  favour  of  peace.  But  a  little 
light  is  thrown  upon  Germany's  careful 
preparation,  and  her  real  attitude,  by  the 
statement  (No.  122)  of  the  German  For- 
eign Minister  on  the  31st  July  that 
Belgium  had  broken  the  conditions  of 
neutrality,  and  had  already  committed 
certain  acts  of  hostility  against  Germany. 
Even  little  Belgium  was  not  forgotten  in 
the  preparation.  The  ultimatum  to  Rus- 
sia was  fatal  to  peace,  not  only  by  reason 
of  its  careful  timing,  but  by  the  peculiarly 
offensive  and  arrogant  nature  of  the 
terms.  It  required  Russia  to  demobilise 
her  forces  within  twelve  hours,  not  merely 
those   forces   of  her  vast   Empire   which 
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could  be  of  use  upon  the  German  frontier, 
but  of  all  her  forces,  even  those  mobilised 
in  response  to  Austria's  mobilisation. 
As  the  Kaiser  flung  his  ultimatum  to  the 
right  in  the  face  of  Russia,  so  he  flung 
it  to  the  left  in  the  face  of  France,  de- 
manding from  her  that  she  should  repu- 
diate and  abandon  her  ally,  or  accept  war. 
These  curt  demands  with  a  twelve-hour 
time  limit  had  been  long  preceded  by  the 
general  mobilisation  of  the  German  forces. 
Then  came  what  Mr.  Asquith  called  a 
most  disgraceful  proposition  to  buy  off 
England,  to  bribe  England  to  abandon 
her  treaties,  her  allies,  her  obligations, 
her  record  and  her  honour.  Mr.  Asquith 
has  told  us  since  the  outbreak  of  war 
that  in  negotiations  of  two  years  ago, 
when  in  an  effort  to  secure  peaceful  rela- 
tions the  British  Government  gave  the 
undertaking  that  they  would  never  join 
in  any  aggressive  war  against  Germany, 
they  got  the  insolent  reply  that  that 
assurance  was  not  enough.  What  Ger- 
many demanded  was  a  guarantee  of 
"  unconditional  neutrality."  The  arro- 
gant, unchecked  bully  who  had  made 
wars  of  conquest  upon  Denmark,  Austria 
and  France,  who  insisted  upon  "  com- 
pensation "  in  every  crisis  of  other  coun- 
tries' affairs,  who  had  successfully  bullied 
Russia  in  the  "  shining  armour  "  incident, 
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and  had  forced  France  to  dismiss  her 
Foreign  Minister,  Delcasse,  clearly  thought 
that  there  were  no  limits  to  the  bully's 
power. 

But  something  in  the  nature  of  sober 
realisation  seems  to  have  come  over  the 
Kaiser  and  his  Government  at  the  last 
moment,  when  belated  efforts  were  made 
to  separate  England  from  her  allies  and 
her  partners.  The  first  bribe  offered  was 
the  undertaking  not  to  annex  French 
territory.  When  the  British  Ambassador 
asked  if  this  included  the  Colonies  he 
received  the  cynically  candid  answer  of 
"  No,  we  cannot  guarantee  that."  Then 
came  an  offer  that  if  England  would 
remain  neutral  the  German  Fleet  would 
abstain  from  entering  the  Channel,  or 
attacking  the  northern  parts  of  France, 
a  condition  of  affairs  which  fortunately 
we  have  been  able  to  secure  without  the 
consent  of  Germany.  These  disgraceful 
offers  and  bribes  were  rejected  in  the 
manner  described  by  Sir  Edward  Grey 
and  Mr.  Asquith  when  they  pointed  out 
that  had  England  stooped  to  consider 
them  there  would  no  longer  have  been  a 
place  for  her  among  the  self-respecting 
nations  of  the  world. 

The  case  against  Germany — clear  as  it 
is — would  not  be  complete  without  the 
testimony  given  by  Germany's  own  ally, 
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the  disinterested  judgment  of  Italy.  The 
reply  of  Italy  (3rd  August,  No.  152)  to 
Germany  when  called  upon  to  play  her 
part  as  a  member  of  the  Triple  Alliance 
was  as  follows  :  "  The  war  undertaken  by 
Austria,  and  the  consequences  which 
might  result,  had,  in  the  words  of  the 
German  Ambassador  himself,  an  aggres- 
sive object.  Both  are  therefore  in  conflict 
with  the  purely  defensive  character  of 
the  Triple  Alliance,  and  in  such  circum- 
stances Italy  would  remain  neutral." 
So  there  we  have  on  record  the  judgment 
of  Germany's  own  ally. 

On  the  2nd  August  Germany  violated 
the  neutrality  of  Luxemburg,  of  which  she 
was  a  co-guarantor. 

On  the  3rd  August  an  ultimatum  was 
addressed  to  Belgium  (No.  153)  proposing 
14  friendly  neutrality  "  entailing  free  pas- 
sage for  German  troops  only  through 
Belgian  territory,  and  promising  to  main- 
tain the  independence  and  integrity  of 
the  kingdom  and  its  possessions  at  the 
conclusion  of  peace  ;  and  threatening,  in 
case  of  refusal,  to  treat  Belgium  as  an 
enemy.  An  answer  was  required  within 
twelve  hours.  Belgium  stood  to  her 
treaty  and  obligations  and  refused  ;  and 
instantly  made  the  following  appeal  to 
His  Majesty  King  George  :  "  Remember- 
ing the  numerous  proofs  of  your  Majesty's 
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friendship  and  that  of  your  predecessor, 
and  the  friendly  attitude  of  England  in 
1870,  and  the  proof  of  friendship  you 
have  just  given  us  again,  I  make  a  supreme 
appeal  to  the  diplomatic  intervention  of 
your  Majesty's  Government  to  safeguard 
the  integrity  of  Belgium." 

Sir  Edward  Grey  immediately  instructed 
the  British  Ambassador  in  Berlin  as 
follows  (No.  153)  :  "  We  understand  that 
Belgium  has  categorically  refused  this 
as  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations.  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
bound  to  protest  against  this  violation 
of  a  treaty  to  which  Germany  is  a  party 
in  common  with  ourselves,  and  must 
request  an  assurance  that  the  demand 
made  upon  Belgium  will  not  be  proceeded 
with,  and  that  her  neutrality  will  be 
respected  by  Germany.  You  should  ask 
for  an  immediate  reply." 

To  the  Belgian  Government  Sir  Edward 
Grey  communicated  (4th  August,  155) 
the  decision  of  England  :  "  .  .  .  .  that  if 
pressure  is  applied  to  them  by  Germany 
to  induce  them  to  depart  from  neutrality, 
His  Majesty's  Government  expect  they 
will  resist  by  any  means  in  their  power, 
and  His  Majesty's  Government  will  sup- 
port them  in  offering  such  resistance,  and 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  in  this 
event  are   prepared  to  join   Russia   and 
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France,  if  desired,  in  offering  to  the 
Belgian  Government  at  once  common 
action  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  the 
use  of  force  by  Germany  against  them, 
and  a  guarantee  to  maintain  their  inde- 
pendence and  integrity  in  future  years." 

The  last  word  was  said  on  the  4th  Au- 
gust (No.  159),  when  Sir  Edward  Grey 
advised  the  British  Ambassador  in  Berlin 
that  the  German  Government  intended  to 
carry  out  by  force  of  arms  the  violation 
of  Belgian  neutrality,  and  had  in  fact 
done  so  already  :  "  ....  in  these  circum- 
stances, and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Germany  declined  to  give  the  same  assur- 
ance respecting  Belgium  as  France  gave 
last  week  in  reply  to  our  request  made 
simultaneously  at  Berlin  and  Paris,  we 
must  repeat  the  request,  and  ask  that  a 
satisfactory  reply  to  it  ...  be  received 
here  by  twelve  o'clock  to-night.  If  not 
you  are  instructed  to  ask  for  your  pass- 
ports, and  to  say  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  feel  bound  to  take  all  steps 
in  their  power  to  uphold  the  neutrality  of 
Belgium  and  the  observance  of  a  treaty 
to  which  Germany  is  as  much  a  party  as 
ourselves." 

The  White  Book  from  which  I  have 
been  quoting  closes  with  the  report  of  the 
British  Ambassador  in  Berlin  dealing 
with    these    events,    and    describing    his 
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departure  from  Berlin.  It  should  be 
read  in  full,  and  I  shall  give  only  this  one 
quotation  showing  Germany's  attitude 
towards  her  treaties  and  obligations  of 
honour.  "  I  found  the  Chancellor  very 
agitated,"  says  Sir  E.  Goschen.  "  His 
Excellency  at  once  began  to  harangue, 
which  lasted  for  about  twenty  minutes. 
He  said  that  the  step  taken  by  His 
Majesty's  Government  was  terrible  to  a 
degree  ;  just  for  a  word — '  neutrality,'  a 
word  which  in  war  time  had  so  often  been 
disregarded — just  for  a  scrap  of  paper 
Great  Britain  was  going  to  make  war  on  a 
kindred  nation  who  desired  nothing  better 
than  to  be  friends  with  her." 

The  careful  study  of  this  revealing 
correspondence — this  wonderful  flashlight 
history  of  the  ten  days,  even  without  the 
illuminating  facts  that  have  come  out 
since  then,  will  show  :  Firstly,  that  Ger- 
many was  carefully  and  amply  prepared 
for  war,  that  her  mobilisation  was  far  in 
advance  of  any  other  Power's,  and  that 
the  preparations  for  war  were  being 
vigorously  pressed  on  all  the  time,  while 
the  Kaiser,  the  Ministers  and  Ambassadors 
were  professing  a  desire  to  secure  peace. 
Secondly,  that  whenever  there  was  a 
chance  of  peace  being  secured,  and  Ger- 
many was  asked  to  take  a  definite  step 
in  that  direction,  there  was  always  some 
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excuse,  some  delay  or  some  difficulty, 
and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Germany 
never  once  used  her  unrivalled  and  un- 
questionable influence  with  Austria  in 
any  other  direction  than  that  of  war. 

You  will  see  that  Sir  Edward  Grey 
on  the  29th  July  (No.  84)  wrote  :".... 
mediation  was  ready  to  come  into  opera- 
tion by  any  method  that  Germany  thought 
possible  if  Germany  would  only  '  press 
the  button  '  in  the  interests  of  peace." 
You  will  see  (No.  107)  the  German  Chan- 
cellor's assurance  that  he  was  "  pressing 
the  button  as  hard  as  he  could."  But 
you  will  also  see  that  during  all  this  time 
the  delays  were  used  to  forward  mobilisa- 
tion, and  that  within  a  few  hours  of  this 
assurance  being  given  the  ultimatums 
were  launched  against  Russia  and  France 
at  the  very  moment  when  the  three 
parties  most  concerned,  Russia,  Austria 
and  Servia,  had  found  a  way  to  a  peaceful 
settlement.  One  is  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Kaiser,  if  he  pressed  the 
button  as  asked  by  Sir  Edward  Grey, 
did  not  press  the  right  one. 

Thirdly,  you  will  see  the  most  striking 
fact  of  all.  In  the  documents  Nos.  131, 
133  and  135  you  will  see  Austria's  accept- 
ance of  Sir  Edward  Grey's  proposal  for 
mediation,  and  you  will  notice  that  the 
desire  for  peace,  or  limited  war,  whichever 
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you  like  to  call  it,  was  so  strong  among 
the  other  nations  that  they  actually 
agreed  that  Austria's  military  action 
against  Servia  should  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue for  the  present  if  only  the  relations 
between  Austria  and  Russia,  as  affected 
by  Servia,  might  be  referred  to  arbitra- 
tion, and  no  general  European  war  be 
risked.  Surely  there  is  nothing  on  record 
more  convincing  of  the  efforts  and  genuine 
desires  to  secure  peace  than  the  endeavours 
made  by  Sir  Edward  Grey,  and  loyally 
backed  by  Russia,  France  and  Italy. 
What  can  be  more  striking,  if  anything 
more  is  needed,  than  the  words  in  which 
Sir  Edward  Grey  conveys  Austria's  con- 
sent on  the  1st  August  (No.  135)  :  "  In- 
formation reaches  me  from  a  most  reliable 
source  that  the  Austrian  Government 
have  informed  the  German  Government 
that  though  the  situation  has  been  changed 
by  the  mobilisation  of  Russia  they  would, 
in  full  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  England 
for  the  preservation  of  peace,  be  ready  to 
consider  favourably  my  proposal  for  me- 
diation between  Austria  and  Servia." 

It  was  only  then  when  Germany  found 
her  one  ally,  Italy,  completely  disapprov- 
ing of  her  attitude  and  determined  to 
remain  at  peace,  and  her  other  ally,  her 
victim  and  her  catspaw,  unfortunate 
Austria,    realising    at    the    last    moment 


OBJECT   OF   THE   WAR         57 

how  she  had  been  made  use  of,  and  the 
awful  consequences  that  were  about  to 
follow,  actually  agreeing  to  the  terms  of 
peace  ;  it  was  only  then  that  Germany 
came  out  and  flung  off  disguises  with 
brutal  indifference  and  launched  her  ulti- 
matums at  Russia  and  France. 

Before  we  leave  this  record  of  negotia- 
tions, let  me  summarise  the  attitudes  of 
the  various  countries  concerned.  Servia, 
whatever  her  previous  records  and  cul- 
pability may  be,  had  accepted  almost 
entirely  Austria's  ultimatum,  and  agreed 
to  refer  what  had  not  been  accepted  to 
the  arbitration  by  the  Powers,  the  same 
Powers  who  had  settled  her  status  two 
years  before,  or  else  to  the  Hague  Peace 
Tribunal ;  and  had  done  this  well  within 
the  forty-eight  hours  time  limit. 

France  and  Italy  strove  throughout 
with  undisguised  anxiety  to  avoid  a 
general  war,  and  to  get  a  peaceful  settle- 
ment between  Servia  and  Austria. 

Russia's  attitude  is  best  described  in 
the  despatch  of  the  British  Ambassador 
at  St.  Petersburg  (No.  139),  in  which  he 
says  :  "  M.  Sazanof,  the  Russian  Minister, 
was  completely  weary  of  the  ceaseless 
endeavours  he  had  made  to  avoid  a  war. 
No  suggestion  held  out  to  him  had  been 
refused.  He  had  accepted  the  proposal 
for  a  conference  of  four ;    for  mediation 
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by  Great  Britain  and  Italy  ;  for  direct 
conversations  between  Austria  and  Rus- 
sia ;  but  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary 
had  either  rendered  these  attempts  for 
peace  ineffective  by  evasive  replies,  or 
had  refused  them  altogether." 

The  attitude  of  England  needs  no 
defence.  One  can  get  no  higher  testimony 
than  that  given  by  the  Government  of 
Austria  itself  when  they  finally  accepted 
Sir  Edward  Grey's  proposal  for  mediation 
between  themselves  and  Servia,  "  In  full 
appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  England  for 
the  preservation  of  peace."  Yet  for  those 
who  are  deeply  concerned  for  the  honour 
of  England,  let  me  quote  to  you  Sir 
Edward  Grey's  first  and  last  words  in 
the  cause  of  peace.  On  20th  July  (No.  1) 
he — the  British  Foreign  Minister,  with 
no  direct  concern  in  the  quarrel  and  no 
privilege  of  an  ally  to  help  him,  and 
nothing  but  his  experience  and  brain  and 
watchful  care  to  guide  him — warned  Ger- 
many of  the  dangers  underlying  the 
Servian  dispute.  His  judgment  antici- 
pated and  revealed  to  Germany,  three 
days  before  the  issue  of  the  ultimatum, 
what  Germany,  the  predominant  partner 
of  Austria,  pretended  not  to  know. 

"  I  asked  the  German  Ambassador  to- 
day if  he  had  any  news  of  what  was 
going  on  in  Vienna  with  regard  to  Servia. 
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He  said  he  had  not,  but  Austria  was 
certainly  going  to  take  some  step,  and 
he  regarded  the  situation  as  very  uncom- 
fortable. ...  I  said  I  assumed  that  the 
Austrian  Government  would  not  do  any- 
thing until  they  had  first  disclosed  to  the 
public  their  case  against  Servia,  founded 
presumably  upon  what  they  had  dis- 
covered at  the  trial.  ...  I  said  that  this 
would  make  it  easier  for  others,  such  as 
Russia,  to  counsel  moderation  in  Belgrade 
(Servia).  In  fact  the  more  Austria  could 
keep  her  demand  within  reasonable  limits, 
and  the  stronger  the  justification  she 
could  produce  for  making  any  demand, 
the  more  chance  there  would  be  of 
smoothing  things  over.  I  hated  the  idea 
of  a  war  between  any  of  the  great  Powers, 
and  that  any  of  them  should  be  dragged 
into  a  war  by  Servia  would  be  detest- 
able." 

Those  were  Sir  Edward  Grey's  first 
words  as  peacemaker  before  the  first  fatal 
step  was  taken.  And  his  final  appeal  to 
Germany  is  even  more  remarkable  ;  and 
whilst  it  may  make  one  doubt  his  wisdom, 
it  surely  placed  his  bona  fides  as  a  peace 
advocate  beyond  all  question.  In  No.  Ill 
occur  the  following  words  :  "  I  said  to 
the  German  Ambassador  this  morning 
(31st  July)  that  if  Germany  could  get 
any    reasonable    proposal    put     forward 
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which  made  it  clear  that  Germany  and 
Austria  were  striving  to  preserve  Euro- 
pean peace,  and  that  Russia  and  France 
would  be  unreasonable  if  they  rejected 
it,  I  would  support  it  at  St.  Petersburg 
and  Paris,  and  go  the  length  of  saying 
that  if  Russia  and  France  would  not 
accept  it  His  Majesty's  Government  would 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  conse- 
quences ;  but,  otherwise,  I  told  the 
German  Ambassador  that  if  France  be- 
came involved  we  should  be  drawn  in." 

With  other  facts  in  our  possession, 
and  a  clearer  knowledge  of  Germany's 
game,  one  almost  shudders  to  think  of  the 
risks  run  by  Sir  Edward  Grey  in  his 
efforts  to  secure  peace  with  people  who 
never  meant  peace. 

There  remain  now  to  be  considered  the 
attitudes  of  Austria  and  Germany.  Aus- 
tria began  by  issuing  an  ultimatum  uni- 
versally described  as  without  parallel  for 
its  severity  and  arrogance.  "  Servia's 
reply,"  said  Sir  Edward  Grey  to  the 
Austrian  Ambassador  in  London  (No.  48) 
on  the  27th  July,  "  seems  to  me  to  have 
already  involved  the  greatest  humiliation 
to  Servia  that  I  have  ever  seen  a  country 
undergo."  In  spite  of  every  warning 
Austria  made  war,  but  when  the  conse- 
quences which  she  refused  to  realise, 
namely  a  European  War,  became  threat- 
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ening,  Austria  began  to  weaken,  until  at 
last  she  accepted  the  proposal  of  Sir 
Edward  Grey  for  mediation  by  the  Powers, 
and  accepted  it  as  a  recognition  of 
England's  endeavours  to  secure  peace. 

Germany's  record  is  very  different. 
On  the  22nd  July,  that  is  to  say  the  day 
before  the  Austrian  ultimatum  was  issued, 
the  German  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
whose  Government  declared  earnestly 
(Nos.  18  and  25)  that  they  knew  nothing 
beforehand  of  Austria's  intention,  actually 
discussed  the  conditions  with  the  British 
Ambassador  in  Berlin  (No.  2),  and  then 
and  there  insisted  that  the  question  at 
issue  was  one  for  settlement  between 
Servia  and  Austria  alone,  and  that  there 
should  be  no  interference  from  outside 
in  the  discussions  between  those  two 
countries.  The  meaning  of  this  is  clear. 
It  was  merely  a  repetition  of  the  "  shining 
armour  "  incident,  Germany  standing  be- 
side her  ally,  Austria,  and  insisting  that 
she  should  have  a  free  hand,  altogether 
refusing  to  recognise  Russia's  claim  to 
maintain  the  existing  position  as  approved 
by  the  Powers,  or  Russia's  right  to  defend 
her  interests.  That  is  the  key  to  the 
whole  position. 

Sir  Edward  Grey  proposed  friendly 
representation,  and  Germany  replied  that 
they    could    not    interfere    in    Austria's 
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affairs.  When  Sir  Edward  Grey  proposed 
a  friendly  conference,  Germany,  affecting 
to  misunderstand,  replied  at  leisure  that 
the  proposal  of  arbitration  would  be 
offensive  to  Austria  and  could  only  be 
made  on  their  initiative.  When  Sir  Ed- 
ward Grey  telegraphed,  pointing  out  that 
he  never  proposed  interference  and  arbi- 
tration, Germany — after  further  delay — 
"  saw  the  point,"  and  having  no  further 
loop-hole  agreed  "  in  principle,"  but  did 
not  quite  like  the  procedure.  When  asked 
to  suggest  any  procedure  Germany  failed 
to  respond,  and  when,  in  spite  of  every 
obstacle,  difficulty  and  provocation,  Sir 
Edward  Grey,  with  the  support  of  the 
other  Powers,  finally  got  Austria,  Russia 
and  Servia  to  agree  to  mediation,  Germany 
flung  off  her  disguise,  and,  seeking  the 
excuse  of  Russia's  belated  mobilisation, 
delivered  the  ultimatums  to  Russia  and 
to  France  which  insured  war. 

Now,  no  matter  how  strong  the  case 
may  be,  and  it  could  not  be  stronger 
against  .Germany,  certain  questions,  if 
not  doubts,  will  and  must  arise  in  your 
minds,  j  icecause  you  will  be  saying  no 
more  r'  no  less  than  every  other  civilised 
being  h<^  been  saying  when  you  ask  :  Is 
it  possible  for  civilised  people  to  have 
deliberately  planned  and  worked  for  a 
development  so  awful  and  so  murderous 
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as  this  war  ?  You  cannot  believe  that 
any  sane,  responsible  human  being  could 
be  so  indifferent  to  the  calls  of  humanity 
and  of  civilisation  as  to  involve  the  whole 
civilised  world  in  murderous  war.  The 
facts  leave  only  two  alternative  answers 
to  these  doubts  and  questions.  Either 
Germany  deliberately  forced  this  war,  or 
the  Kaiser  believed  that  he  could  success- 
fully carry  off  a  tremendous  bluff.  There 
is  no  other  word  which  will  describe  it. 
Whichever  explanation  be  the  right  one, 
the  responsibility  remains  on  Germany's 
shoulders,  and  really  there  is  not  much 
difference  in  the  measure  of  guilt. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  very  interesting 
to  find  out  when  the  history  of  these 
events  comes  to  be  written  which  is  the 
true  explanation.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  there  has  never  been  any  secrecy 
as  to  Germany's  policy  and  belief  in  the 
efficacy  of  armaments,  and  it  has  been 
the  proud  boast  of  Germany  that  with 
her  immense  and  ever  ready  army  she 
has  been  able  to  exert  her  influence  and 
compel  obedience  time  after  time  without 
drawing  the  sword.  If  you  re,  *1  such 
incidents  as  the  "  shining  armoi  '  one, 
when  Russia  was  humiliated  ui  1908, 
or  the  removal  of  M.  Delcasse  from  his 
position  of  Foreign  Minister  in  France — 
and  a  greater  humiliation  was  never  put 
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on  a  powerful  nation — and  bear  in  mind 
also  the  ostentatious  and  overbearing 
character  and  the  insane  megalomania  of 
the  Kaiser,  it  is  quite  easy  to  believe  that 
he  thought  his  orders  to  the  nations  of 
the  world  would  be  obeyed. 

In  support  of  this  theory  of  bluff,  you 
will  find  some  things  in  the  published 
correspondence  which  are  very  striking. 
The  British  Ambassador  in  St.  Petersburg 
informed  Sir  Edward  Grey  that  the  Ger- 
man Ambassador  at  Vienna  was  egging 
Austria  on  to  make  war,  and  always 
insisting  that  Russia  would  not  fight. 
The  German  Ambassador  at  St.  Peters- 
burg at  the  same  time  was  always  advising 
the  Kaiser  that  Russia  was  unprepared  and 
unable  to  fight.  The  German  Ambassador 
in  London  was  instructing  his  Govern- 
ment that  England  was  embarrassed  and 
divided  by  civil  war  in  Ireland,  that  the 
Liberal  Government  were  against  war,  that 
the  British  people  were  not  interested. 
So  it  may  well  be  that  the  Kaiser  believed 
that  England  would  not  fight,  that  Russia 
was  unprepared  and  reluctant  and  would 
climb  down  again,  and  that  France  was 
unable  to  face  the  struggle.  Nevertheless, 
if  one  accepts  the  theory  of  bluff,  there 
still  remains  the  fact  that  Germany  was 
quite  prepared  for  war,  instant  and 
aggressive,  if  the  bluff  even  hung  fire. 
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Now,  in  order  to  understand  why  Ger- 
many should  have  been  prepared  for,  or 
even  have  contemplated  this  appalling 
crisis,  we  have  to  examine  matters  from 
the  standpoint  of  Germany.  Fortunately 
in  this  connection  there  is  no  need  for 
guessing.  Too  often  one  is  dependent 
on  surmise  or,  at  best,  on  outside  testi- 
mony for  an  intelligent  judgment  of  the 
acts  of  an  individual  or  of  a  nation.  In 
this  case  Germany  has  not  left  us  in  the 
dark.  Volumes  have  been  written,  indeed 
immense  masses  of  literature  have  been 
made  available  during  the  past  thirty 
years  to  show  what  Germany's  aspirations 
are,  and  how  she  hoped  to  realise  them. 
The  speeches  of  public  men,  from  the 
Kaiser  downwards,  the  proceedings  of 
parliament,  the  newspapers  and  periodi- 
cals, the  lectures  of  professors,  the  works 
of  historians,  the  schemes  of  commercial 
enterprise,  the  scale  of  military  prepara- 
tion, the  building  of  great  canals  and 
railways,  the  scale  of  armaments,  the  very 
type  and  capacity  of  the  ships  and  airships, 
have  made  it  abundantly  clear  for  many 
years  what  Germany  aimed  at  and  how 
she  proposed  to  secure  it.  There  is  nothing 
in  all  history  of  the  same  character,  or 
conceived  on  the  same  vastness,  or  pre- 
pared with  the  same  scientific  complete- 
ness  and  thoroughness,    as  this   German 


66     THE    ORIGIN,    CAUSES   AND 

scheme  for  world  power.  It  compels  the 
admiration  of  the  most  hostile. 

Before  one's  reason  will  accept  the 
statement  that  Germany  prepared  for  and 
courted,  and  even  forced  this  war  in 
which  she  was  to  stake  everything — her 
position  as  a  great  power,  her  very  exist- 
ence as  a  State — there  are  two  questions 
to  be  answered  :  (1)  What  was  the  prize 
for  which  this  risk  and  sacrifice  were  to 
be  incurred  ?  (2)  What  were  the  pre- 
parations ? 

The  prize  has  been  defined  by  Germans 
themselves  in  the  single  phrase  "  World 
Power,"  and  both  the  aim  and  the  means 
have  been  national  public  property  for  a 
generation  and  more.  The  great  German 
historian  and  most  influential  writer  and 
political  teacher,  Treitschke,  whose  works 
are  a  kind  of  National  Bible  to  Germany, 
taught  insistently  that  Germany's  destiny 
was  to  rule  the  world,  that  this  must  be 
achieved  by  war  deliberately  planned,  and 
that  England,  "  effete  and  decadent " 
England  (lashed  with  scorn  and  vitu- 
peration) alone  stood  in  the  way,  and 
must  be  swept  from  the  path.  This  dis- 
tinguished and  cultured  German  was  only 
one  of  thousands  who  preached  and  taught 
this  national  doctrine. 

Let  me  quote  to  you  some  extracts 
from    the    writings    of   one    who    himself 
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looked  to  Treitschke  as  the  great  teacher. 
They  are  of  considerable  value  to  us 
because  his  work  is  quite  up  to  date, 
and  written  for  the  very  purpose  of 
answering  the  two  questions  which  I  have 
just  given.  There  is  a  book  written  by 
General  von  Bernhardi  called  "  Germany 
and  the  Next  War."  (That,  I  may  ex- 
plain, is  this  war.  The  title  is  so  apt,  and 
the  prophetic  significance  so  little  appre- 
ciated, that  a  few  days  ago,  when  I  advised 
the  owner  of  a  bookstall  to  stock  this 
book,  I  got  the  impatient  reply  :  "  For 
Heaven's  sake  let  us  get  done  with  this 
one  before  we  bother  about  the  next  !  ") 
General  von  Bernhardi,  besides  being  a 
distinguished  member  of  the  German 
General  Staff,  is  perhaps  the  ablest,  and 
certainly  the  most  popular  living  German 
writer  on  military  matters.  His  book  is 
written  with  great  candour,  and  an 
attractive  sobriety  of  language.  Seldom 
has  the  cause  of  a  country  been  put  with 
such  merciless  frankness.  The  author 
justifies  his  work  by  the  belief  that  you 
cannot  carry  out  a  great  policy  if  you  at- 
tempt to  maintain  secrecy,  because  your 
real  aims  are  quite  well  known  to  your 
opponents,  and  all  you  secure  by  pretence 
and  concealment  is  the  hoodwinking  of 
your  own  people — the  very  people  whom 
you  ought  to  be  educating.     He  acknow- 
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ledges  the  soundness  of  the  teaching  of 
their  great  writers  and  their  great  soldiers. 
The  German  nation  had  to  be  welded  into 
a  perfect  military  machine  ;  only  part  of 
this  work  could  be  done  by  military 
training ;  the  real  inspiring  force  had 
to  come  from  the  people,  trained  from 
childhood  to  look  upon  themselves  as  the 
masters  of  the  world,  predestined  and  dis- 
ciplined to  carry  out  a  mission  greater  than 
had  been  entrusted  to  any  other  people. 

It  is  impossible  by  means  of  a  few  quo- 
tations to  give  you  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  scope  of  the  plan  and  system  which 
this  book,  published  some  three  years 
ago,  was  designed  to  serve  and  forward  ; 
and  I  quote  the  book  not  because  it  is  the 
only  book,  far  indeed  from  that,  but 
because  it  is  a  first-class  example  within 
one  volume  of  what  has  been  systemati- 
cally done  by  responsible  leaders  for  a 
generation  to  teach  the  German  people 
what  they  are  to  aim  at,  and  how  they  are 
to  secure  it. 

General  von  Bernhardi's  book  covers  the 
whole  field,  and,  like  all  other  German 
authorities,  lays  great  stress  on  the  im- 
portance of  shaping  the  mind,  tastes,  and 
character  of  the  people  to  render  them 
the  willing  and  fit  instrument  by  which 
Germany's  destiny  shall  be  achieved. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  people  of  free, 
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self-governing  nations  to  understand  or 
even  to  accept  as  facts  German  methods 
and  aims,  without  some  knowledge  of 
what  the  German  people  have  been  taught, 
and  how  they  have  been  prepared.  The 
following  quotation  from  Mr.  J.  Ellis 
Barker's  book  "  Modern  Germany  "  (1909 
edition)  will  carry  more  weight  than  any 
observations  of  mine  : — 

"  The  German  university  professors 
play  a  very  important  part  in  the  foreign 
policy  of  Germany.  There  are  twenty- 
two  universities  in  Germany,  in  which 
more  than  three  thousand  professors  teach 
more  than  forty  thousand  students.  These 
three  thousand  university  professors  not 
only  form  the  minds  of  the  professional 
men  and  of  the  future  high  and  low 
officials,  and  thus  influence  cultured  public 
opinion  in  the  making,  but  they  also 
write  much  for  the  newspapers.  The 
views  of  the  German  professors  carry  very 
great  weight  with  the  newspapers,  and 
thus  they  profoundly  influence  not  only 
the  cultured  circles  but  the  whole  nation. 

"  None  of  the  German  university  pro- 
fessors has  exercised  a  greater  influence 
upon  the  shaping  and  the  development  of 
Germany's  foreign  policy  than  Professor 
von  Treitschke,  the  great  historian  who, 
during  about  thirty  years,  enjoyed  the 
greatest  authority  in  the  lecture  room  and 
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with  the  Press  in  matters  political.  No 
German  professor  of  his  time  had  a  greater 
weight  and  a  more  lasting  influence  with 
the  German  patriots.  Therefore  we  must 
take  note  of  his  leading  views  and  of  the 
political  doctrines  which  he  inculcated. 

"  Treitschke  gazed  ahead  towards  the 
time  when  his  dream  of  a  Greater  Ger- 
many, a  Germany  whose  dominions  would 
extend  beyond  the  seas,  would  be  realised  ; 
when  Germany  would  be  able  to  enter 
upon  a  world-embracing  policy,  and  when, 
after  having  acquired  the  harbours  of 
Holland  and  built  an  enormous  fleet,  she 
would  be  able  to  measure  her  strength 
with  that  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  countries. 
The  claim  of  the  Pan-Germans  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  whole  Rhine  is  not  of  recent 
origin.  It  is  based  on  Treitschke's  claim, 
which  he  formulated  in  his  book,  '  Politik,' 
as  follows  : — 

"  '  Germany,  whom  nature  has  treated 
in  a  stepmotherly  manner,  will  be  happy 
when  she  has  received  her  due,  and 
possesses  the  Rhine  in  its  entirety.  .  .  . 
It  is  a  resource  of  the  utmost  value.  By 
our  fault  its  most  valuable  part  has  come 
into  the  hands  of  strangers,  and  it  is 
an  indispensable  task  for  German  policy 
to  regain  the  mouths  of  that  river.  A 
purely  political  union  with  Holland  is  un- 
necessary, because  the  Dutch  have  grown 
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into  an  independent  nation,  but  an 
economical  union  with  them  is  indispen- 
sable. We  are  too  modest  if  we  fear  to 
state  that  the  entrance  of  Holland  into 
our  customs  system  is  as  necessary  for  us 
as  is  our  daily  bread,  but  apparently  we 
are  afraid  to  pronounce  the  most  natural 
demands  which  a  nation  can  formulate.5  " 

In  case  treaties  of  amity  or  neutrality 
should  be  considered  impediments  in  the 
march  to  destiny,  Professor  von  Treitschke 
cheers  his  disciples  with  the  bold  pro- 
nouncement that  "  every  State  reserves 
to  itself  the  right  of  judging  as  to  the 
extent  of  its  treaty  obligations."  In  his 
book,  "  Politik,"  he  says  : — 

"  It  will  always  redound  to  the  glory  of 
Machiavelli  .  .  .  that  he  has  freed  the 
state  and  its  morality  from  the  moral 
precepts  taught  by  the  Church. 

"  Pity  is  opposed  to  the  tonic  passions 
which  enhance  the  energy  and  feeling  of 
life ;  its  action  is  depressing.  A  man 
loses  power  when  he  pities.  On  the  whole, 
pity  thwarts  the  law  of  development, 
which  is  the  law  of  selection.  It  preserves 
that  which  is  ripe  for  death  ;  it  fights  in 
favour  of  the  disinherited  and  the  con- 
demned of  life." 

When  such  teaching  comes  from  the 
wisest  and  highest  of  a  nation's  teachers, 
is  it  any  wonder  that  the  result  is  men  in 
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uniform  become  fiends  incarnate  ?  One 
begins  to  realise  that  the  atrocities  in 
Belgium  can  be  true  ;  that  the  wholesale 
slaughter  of  unarmed  people,  men, 
women  and  children,  the  killing  of  the 
wounded,  the  mutilation  of  boys  and 
outraging  of  women — which  General  von 
Boehn  calls  the  "  soldiers'  reward  " — are 
merely  evidences  of  those  "  tonic  passions 
which  enhance  the  energy  and  feeling  of 
life,"  that  the  great  teacher  of  the  German 
people  holds  higher  than  all  the  Christian 
virtues. 

"  What,"  he  asks  in  another  place,  "  is 
more  harmful  than  any  vice  ?  Practical 
sympathy  with  all  the  botched  and  weak  ! 
...  I  condemn  Christianity,  and  confront 
it  with  the  most  terrible  accusations  that 
an  accuser  has  ever  had  in  his  mouth.  To 
my  mind  it  is  the  greatest  of  all  conceiv- 
able corruptions.  I  call  Christianity  the 
one  great  curse,  the  one  enormous  and 
innermost  perversion,  the  one  great  instinc- 
tive revenge,  for  which  no  means  are  too 
venomous,  too  underhand,  too  under- 
ground and  too  petty.  I  call  it  the  one 
immortal  blemish  of  mankind." 

Out  of  his  own  mouth  you  may  judge 
the  great  teacher  of  the  German  people. 

In  1864  Germany  made  war  on  Denmark 
and  seized  the  territory  of  Schleswig- 
Holstein.     If  you  look  at  the  map  you 
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will  see  that  this  is  the  territory  which 
gave  to  Germany  the  Kiel  Canal.  In  1866 
a  war  was  made  with  Austria  in  order  to 
seize  for  Prussia  the  leadership  of  the 
German  states  and  peoples,  and  valuable 
territory  was  annexed  by  Prussia  as  a 
result.  In  1870  the  war  with  France 
brought  to  Germany  the  Provinces  of 
Alsace  and  Lorraine. 

The  great  teachers  of  the  German 
people,  the  moulders  of  thought  and  of 
purpose,  have,  therefore,  been  able  to 
point  with  triumph  to  the  record  of  the 
last  fifty  years  as  proof  that  their  teach- 
ings are  founded  on  sound  practical  con- 
siderations and  results. 

With  ruthless  logic  they  began  at  the 
very  bottom,  and  roundly  denounced  as 
immoral  and  unhealthy  the  desire  for 
peace.  "  This  aspiration,"  says  General 
von  Bernhardi  (p.  10),  "  is  directly  an- 
tagonistic to  the  great  universal  laws 
which  rule  all  life.  War  is  a  biological 
necessity  of  the  first  importance,  a  regu- 
lative element  in  the  life  of  mankind 
which  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  since 
without  it  an  unhealthy  development  will 
follow  which  excludes  every  advancement 
of  the  race,  and  therefore  all  real  civilisa- 
tion. '  War  is  the  father  of  all  things.' 
The  sages  of  antiquity,  long  before  Dar- 
win, recognised  this.  .  .  .  But  (p.  17)  it  is 
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not  only  a  biological  law,  but  a  moral 
obligation,  and,  as  such,  an  indispensable 
factor  to  civilisation.  .  .  .  Every  means 
must  therefore  (p.  31)  be  employed  to 
oppose  these  visionary  schemes.  They 
must  be  publicly  denounced  as  what  they 
really  are — an  unhealthy  and  feeble 
Utopia,  or  a  cloak  for  political  machina- 
tions. Our  people  must  learn  to  see  that 
the  maintenance  of  peace  never  can  or  may 
be  the  goal  of  a  policy.  The  policy  of  a 
great  state  has  positive  aims.  It  will 
endeavour  to  obtain  this  by  pacific  mea- 
sures so  long  as  that  is  possible  and 
profitable.  It  must  not  only  be  conscious 
that  in  momentous  questions  which  influ- 
ence definitely  the  entire  development  of 
a  nation,  the  appeal  to  arms  is  a  sacred 
right  of  a  State,  but  it  must  keep  this 
conviction  fresh  in  the  national  conscious- 
ness. The  inevitableness,  the  idealism, 
and  the  blessing  of  war,  as  an  indispen- 
sable and  stimulating  law  of  develop- 
ment, must  be  repeatedly  emphasised." 

But  these  great  teachers  of  the  nation 
did  not  leave  their  pupils  in  any  doubt 
as  to  why  war  is  so  desirable.  It  is  not 
merely  a  moral  or  physical  exercise  ;  it 
is  to  have  a  practical  result ;  in  fact,  to 
put  it  in  up-to-date  phrase,   it  must  be 

good  business."  A  war  which  produces 
no  concrete  results,  that  is  to  say,  which 
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yields  no  plunder,  is  a  crime  ;  but  a  war 
which  results  in  plenty  of  what  the  present 
Colonial  Minister,  Dr.  Solf,  has  described 
as  the  object  of  the  war  with  England, 
namely,  "booty,"  that,  of  course,  becomes  a 
moral  achievement  of  the  first  magnitude. 

"  In  all  times,"  says  General  von  Bern- 
hardi  (p.  15),  "  the  right  of  conquest  by 
war  has  been  admitted.  It  may  be  that 
a  growing  people  cannot  win  colonies  from 
uncivilised  races,  and  yet  the  State  wishes 
to  retain  the  surplus  population  which 
the  mother  country  can  no  longer  feed. 
Then  the  only  course  left  is  to  acquire 
the  necessary  territory  by  war.  Thus  the 
instinct  of  self-preservation  leads  inevit- 
ably to  war  and  the  conquest  of  foreign 
soil.  It  is  not  the  possessor,  but  the 
victor,  who  then  has  the  right. 

"  In  this  respect  (p.  16)  we  stand  to-day 
at  the  threshold  of  a  development.  We 
cannot  reject  the  possibility  that  a  State, 
under  the  necessity  of  providing  remunera- 
tive work  for  its  population,  may  be 
driven  into  war." 

Once  more  you  are  left  in  no  sort  of 
doubt  as  to  how  and  when  these  wars  are 
to  come  about.  It  is  explained  at  great 
length  and  with  infinite  care  that  these 
highly  moral  wars — that  is  to  say,  those 
that  promise  plenty  of  booty — are  not  to 
be   expected   to   come   about   by   happy 
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accident,  they  must  be  carefully  prepared 
for,  and  they  must  be  brought  on  exactly 
when  it  suits.  That  means  that  the 
policy  from  the  start  to  the  finish  must 
be  a  carefully  prepared,  well  thought  out, 
and  deliberately  planned  policy  of  agres- 
sion. Again  there  is  no  room  for  mis- 
understanding on  this  point.  General 
von  Bernhardi  urges  his  people  to  remem- 
ber (pp.  35  and  36)  that  : 

"  The  Great  Elector  laid  the  foundations 
of  Prussia's  power  by  successful  and  de- 
liberately incurred  wars.  Frederick  the 
Great  followed  in  the  steps  of  his  glorious 
ancestor.  None  of  the  wars  which  he 
fought  had  been  forced  upon  him  ;  none 
of  them  did  he  postpone  as  long  as 
possible.  .  .  .  When  (p.  48)  a  State  is  con- 
fronted by  the  material  impossibility  of 
supporting  any  longer  the  war-like  pre- 
parations which  the  power  of  its  enemies 
has  forced  upon  it,  when  it  is  clear  that 
the  rival  States  must  gradually  acquire 
from  natural  reasons  a  lead  that  cannot 
be  won  back,  when  there  are  indications 
of  an  offensive  alliance  of  stronger  enemies 
who  only  await  the  favourable  moment 
to  strike — the  moral  duty  of  the  State 
towards  its  citizens  is  to  begin  the 
struggle  while  the  prospects  of  success 
and  the  political  circumstances  are  still 
tolerably  favourable.    When,  on  the  other 
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hand,  the  hostile  States  are  weakened  or 
hampered  by  affairs  at  home  or  abroad, 
but  its  own  warlike  strength  shows 
elements  of  superiority,  it  is  imperative 
to  use  the  favourable  circumstances  to 
promote  its  own  political  aims.  The 
danger  of  a  war  may  be  faced  the  more 
readily  if  there  is  good  prospect  that 
great  results  may  be  obtained  with  com- 
paratively small  sacrifices." 

From  this  last  quotation  you  will 
observe  that  the  writer  quite  seriously 
lays  down  the  proposition  that  when  other 
States  are  gradually  becoming  strong,  it 
is  your  duty  to  make  war  on  them  before 
they  get  strong ;  when,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  are  weak,  you  must  make  war 
on  them  because  they  are  weak  !  It  did 
not  occur  to  him  to  explain  when  you  are 
to  keep  peace  !  But,  of  course,  the  answer 
to  that  comes  out  at  every  turn.  Other 
countries  are  entitled  to  look  forward  to 
long  eras  of  peace  provided  only  they  are 
not  worth  robbing.  It  is  really  the  high- 
wayman's creed  expressed  in  moral  terms 
of  astounding  impudence. 

Let  me  conclude  the  quotations  on  the 
preparations  for  the  next  war  with  one 
from  General  von  Bernhardi,  showing  in 
a  delightful  manner  the  practical  char- 
acter and  cynical  candour  of  those  whom 
he  represents  : 
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44  We  must  remain  conscious  in  all 
such  eventualities  that  we  cannot  under 
any  circumstances  avoid  fighting  for  our 
position  in  the  world,  and  that  the  all- 
important  point  is  not  to  postpone  that 
war  as  long  as  possible,  but  to  bring  it  on 
under  the  most  favourable  conditions 
possible. 

"  If  we  attacked  France  or  Russia,  the 
ally  would  be  compelled  to  bring  help,  and 
we  should  be  in  a  far  worse  position  than 
if  we  had  only  one  enemy  to  fight.  Let 
it  then  be  the  task  of  our  diplomacy  so  to 
shuffle  the  cards  that  we  may  be  attacked 
by  France,  for  then  there  would  be  a 
reasonable  prospect  that  Russia  for  a 
time  would  remain  neutral. 

"  This  view  undoubtedly  deserves  atten- 
tion, but  we  must  not  hope  to  bring  about 
this  attack  by  waiting  passively.  Neither 
France,  nor  Russia,  nor  England  needs  to 
attack  in  order  to  further  their  interests. 
So  long  as  we  shrink  from  attack  they 
can  force  us  to  submit  to  their  will  by 
diplomacy,  as  the  upshot  of  the  Morocco 
negotiations  shows. 

44  If  we  wish  to  bring  about  an  attack 
by  our  opponents,  we  must  initiate  an 
active  policy  which,  without  attacking 
France,  will  so  prejudice  her  interests  or 
those  of  England  that  both  these  States 
would  feel  themselves  compelled  to  attack 
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us.  Opportunities  for  such  procedure  are 
offered  both  in  Africa  and  Europe,  and 
anyone  who  has  attentively  studied 
prominent  political  utterances  can  easily 
satisfy  himself  on  this  point." 

The  great  prize  or  ideal  for  which  Ger- 
many was  willing  to  stake  so  much  is  to 
be  found  vaguely  outlined  and  suggested 
in  the  speeches  of  the  Kaiser ;  more 
clearly  stated  in  those  of  his  chief  lieu- 
tenants ;  and  very  frequently  denned 
with  cynical  candour  in  much  detail  in 
many  books  that  have  been  written  for 
the  purpose  of  forwarding  it.  General 
von  Bernhardi,  with  characteristic  can- 
dour, boldly  states  it  in  the  headlines  of 
the  most  important  chapter  of  his  book  : 
"World  Power  or  Downfall."  That  is 
the  terse,  and,  one  must  admit,  inspiring 
title  that  he  flings  to  his  people.  Figura- 
tively, that  is  what  they  have  blazoned 
upon  their  banners  to-day.  "  We  have 
fought,"  he  says  (p.  102),  "  in  the  last 
great  wars  for  our  national  union  and  our 
position  among  the  Powers  of  Europe  ; 
we  must  now  decide  whether  we  wish  to 
develop  into  and  maintain  a  World  Empire 
and  procure  for  German  spirit  and  Ger- 
man ideas  that  fit  recognition  which  has 
hitherto  been  withheld  from  them.  Ger- 
many has  great  national  and  historical 
duties  of  policy  and  culture  to  fulfil,  and 
6 
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her  path  toward  further  progress  is  threat- 
ened by  formidable  enemies.  If  we  realise 
this  we  shall  see  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  maintain  our  present  position  and 
secure  our  future  without  an  appeal  to 
arms." 

You  will  see  from  this  quotation  that 
the  highly  moral  considerations  are  not 
forgotten.  Germany's  duty  to  civilisa- 
tion, and  to  the  world,  and  her  great 
Christian  trust  are  to  be  the  crowning 
justification  for  this  war — this  war,  whose 
character  is  claimed  by  them  to  be  aggres- 
sive, and  whose  object  is  defined  by  them 
to  be  "  booty."  We  have  been  made 
accustomed  by  the  Kaiser's  blasphemous 
impertinences  to  the  idea  that  Providence 
itself  is  an  ally,  if  not  a  department,  of 
the  German  Empire.  We  can  now  learn 
from  the  cynical  candour  of  this  authority 
how  Germany  regards  her  treaty  obliga- 
tions, and  by  what  method  she  proposes 
to  bring  about  these  highly  favourable 
conditions  from  which  the  happy  accident 
of  a  profitable  war  may  be  expected  to 
emerge. 

Please  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary 
to  rely  on  General  von  Bernhardi.  The 
declarations  of  German  Ministers  since 
the  war  began  endorse  his  attitude.  Dr. 
Solf,  the  Colonial  Minister,  has  within  the 
last  month  declared  that,  although  they 
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fight  for  existence  against  some,  "  the  war 
against  England  is  for  booty."  You  will 
be  able  to  see  from  what  is  revealed  in 
the  White  Book,  and  from  what  you  can 
work  out  on  the  map,  that  the  same  con- 
siderations weighed  as  against  France  and 
Belgium.  When  Germany  tried  to  bribe 
England  into  neutrality  (No.  85),  by 
offering  not  to  seize  French  territory, 
the  British  Ambassador  asked  promptly  : 
"  Does  that  include  the  French  colonies 
and  possessions  ?  "  The  German  Chan- 
cellor replied  :  "  That  he  could  not  guaran- 
tee that."  A  glance  at  the  map  will  show 
you  why.     France  was  worth  robbing. 

The  same  applies  to  Belgium.  Do  you 
imagine  that  Germany  ever  wanted  Bel- 
gium to  remain  neutral  ?  Do  you  believe 
that  Germany  wished  Belgium  to  be 
friendly  ?  Personally,  I  do  not.  Ger- 
many believed  that  the  Belgian  Army 
as  a  fighting  factor  was  negligible.  That 
was  one  of  the  tragic  miscalculations  of 
Germany  in  this  business  ;  how  tragic, 
the  brave  Belgians  have  shown  to  a  whole 
world  wild  with  enthusiastic  admiration. 
Nevertheless  it  is  quite  clear  that  Ger- 
many thought  she  could  trample  over 
Belgium. 

But  if  you  really  want  to  find  out  what 
Germany  wished  Belgium  to  do,  look  up 
our    candid    friend,    General    von    Bern- 
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hardi  (p.  109),  and  bear  in  mind  this  was 
published  three  years  ago  :  "A  further 
question,"  he  says,  "  suggested  by  the 
present  political  position  is  whether  all 
the  political  treaties  which  were  concluded 
at  the  beginning  of  last  century  under 
quite  different  conditions — in  fact  under 
a  different  conception  of  what  constitutes 
a  State — ought  to  be  permanently  ob- 
served. When  Belgium  was  proclaimed 
neutral  no  one  contemplated  that  she  would 
lay  claim  to  a  large  and  valuable  region  of 
Africa.  It  may  well  be  asked  whether  the 
acquisition  of  such  territory  is  not  ipso 
facto  a  breach  of  neutrality,  etc." 

From  this  you  will  see  that  three  years 
ago  Germany  had  carefully  prepared  the 
position  as  against  Belgium,  and  then  laid 
the  charge,  which  to  us  comes  somewhat 
as  a  surprise,  that  Belgium  was  the  offen- 
der, and  that  Belgium  herself  had  violated 
neutrality.  What  does  it  mean  in  plain 
English  ?  Why,  it  simply  means  that 
Belgium,  being  now  worth  robbing,  is  no 
longer  entitled  to  look  forward  to  peace. 
Belgium  has  qualified  for  the  highway- 
man's attentions.  Turn  to  the  White 
Book  and  you  will  be  greatly  interested 
to  find  there  an  echo  of  the  same  voice. 
On  the  31st  July,  before  Germany  had 
issued  her  ultimatums  to  Russia  and  to 
France,    the    German    Government    con- 


OBJECT   OF   THE   WAR         83 

sidered  that  "  certain  hostile  acts  had 
already  been  committed  by  Belgium." 
This,  like  Bernhardi's  charge,  is  merely 
evidence  of  German  thoroughness  and 
forethought.  They  were  building  up  the 
case  against  Belgium.  That,  as  explained 
at  length  by  Bernhardi,  is  where  the  poli- 
ticians come  in  ;  they  have  to  perform 
the  essential  preliminaries  or  comple- 
mentary work  to  give  the  war  machine 
its  proper  opening  for  offensive  measures 
when  a  "  suitable  occasion  "  offers.  Mere 
treaties  are  of  no  account.  "  Military 
necessity  "  over-rides  every  other  con- 
sideration. 

The  value  of  treaties  is  made  abundantly 
clear  by  all  sorts  of  authorities.  The  Ger- 
man Chancellor  referred  contemptuously 
to  the  treaty  guaranteeing  Belgium's  neu- 
trality in  words  already  quoted  :  "  Neu- 
trality, a  word  which  in  war  time  has  so 
often  been  disregarded.  Just  a  scrap  of 
paper."  And  a  day  or  two  later  he  de- 
fined in  public  the  value  of  this  sacred 
treaty  in  the  following  words  : — 

"  We  are  now  in  a  state  of  necessity, 
and  necessity  knows  no  law.  Our  troops 
have  occupied  Luxemburg,  and  perhaps 
are  already  on  Belgian  soil.  Gentlemen, 
this  is  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  inter- 
national law.  The  wrong — I  speak  openly 
— that  we  are  committing  we  will  endea- 
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vour  to  make  good  as  soon  as  our  mili- 
tary goal  is  achieved." 

Is  he  going  to  make  good  the  desolated 
homes,  the  losses  of  the  widowed  and  the 
fatherless,  the  sack,  rapine  and  ruin  that 
the  brutal  bully  has  brought  upon  an  in- 
offensive people  in  order  that  he  may 
trample  his  way  to  world  power  ?  How 
will  he  make  good  the  unbridled  licence 
of  the  German  soldiery,  including  the 
outrage  of  women,  which  General  von 
Boehn,  according  to  his  American  inter- 
viewer, Mr.  Powell,  of  the  "  New  York 
World,"  cynically  endorsed  as  "  the  sol- 
diers' reward  "  ?  What  has  this  kindly 
statesman  in  mind  as  something  they 
would  endeavour  to  "  make  good  "  when 
their  military  goal  has  been  achieved  ? 
The  answer  to  this  is  found  in  the  Kaiser's 
injunction  to  his  troops  to  make  them- 
selves feared  as  were  the  barbarous  hordes 
of  Attila,  and  in  his  speech  when  he  des- 
patched his  expeditionary  force  to  China, 
a  quotation  from  which  was  circulated 
on  post-cards  throughout  Germany  to  in- 
form the  national  spirit  : — 

"  When  you  meet  the  foe  you  will  de- 
feat him.  No  quarter  will  be  given  ;  no 
prisoners  will  be  taken.  Let  all  who  fall 
into  your  hands  be  at  your  mercy." 

And  a  further  answer  comes  from 
Field-Marshal  Von  der  Goltz  : — 
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"  Wars  are  the  fate  of  mankind,  the 
inevitable  destiny  of  nations.  .  .  .  Inex- 
orability and  seemingly  hideous  callous- 
ness are  among  the  qualities  necessary  to 
him  who  would  achieve  great  things  in 
war." 

But  there  is  nothing  left  to  the  imagina- 
tion by  these  very  candid  people.  Let 
me  give  you  just  a  few  words  from  General 
von  Bernhardi.  He  deals  with  the  value 
of  treaties,  these  pieces  of  paper,  at  great 
length.  I  give  you  one  example.  The 
treaty  which  gave  Germany  compensa- 
tion, Heaven  knows  for  what,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  France  after  the  Agadir  incident, 
an  incident  which  very  nearly  led  to  a 
European  war.  He  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  results  of  this  treaty.  The  booty  was 
not  big  enough  ;  the  compensation  was 
not  adequate.  "  We  need  not,  therefore, 
regard  this  convention  as  definite  (p.  296). 
It  is  as  liable  to  revision  as  the  Algeciras 
treaty,  and  indeed  offers  in  this  respect 
the  advantage  that  it  creates  new  oppor- 
tunities oj  friction  with  France." 

You  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  title 
of  this  book  is  "  Germany  and  the  Next 
War  "  ;  that  the  purpose  of  the  war  is 
described  with  great  accuracy  in  anticipa- 
tion ;  and  that  everything  needful  to  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  scheme  is 
laid  bare.     Of  course,   it   was   hoped  to 
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detach  England  from  France.  England  is 
recognised  as  the  great  barrier  to  world 
power.  France  is  the  immediate  worry 
which  must  be  cleared  out  of  the  way 
before  the  great  task  is  undertaken ; 
although,  of  course,  France's  possessions 
would  amply  repay  Germany  for  her 
"  sacrifices."  It  is  almost  as  if  one  heard 
the  highwayman  complaining  of  the  abom- 
inable nuisance  of  having  to  turn  out  on 
a  dark  night,  possibly  in  the  rain,  in  order 
to  carry  out  a  profitable  job. 

The  references  to  France  are  not  in  the 
least  ambiguous.     Here  is  one  : — 

"  France  must  be  so  completely  crushed 
that  she  can  never  again  come  across  our 
path." 

Again  : — 

"  In  one  way  or  another  we  must  square 
our  account  with  France  if  we  wish  for  a 
free  hand  in  our  international  policy  " 
(p.  104). 

"  Just  as  in  1870-71  we  marched  to  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  so  this  time  again 
we  must  resolve  on  an  absolute  conquest 
in  order  to  capture  the  French  naval  ports 
and  destroy  French  naval  depots.  It 
will  be  a  war  to  the  knife  with  France, 
one  which  would,  if  victorious,  annihilate 
once  and  for  all  the  French  position  as  a 
great  Power." 

Equally   candid   are   the   references  to 
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the  great  destiny  which  is  to  be  attained 
by  these  means  ;  and  any  number  of 
quotations  could  be  given  proclaiming 
Germany's  world  ambition,  and  her  fit- 
ness to  play  the  unprecedented  part.  The 
Kaiser  himself,  in  an  anniversary  speech, 
expressed  it  in  characteristic  fashion  : — 
Nothing  must  be  settled  in  this  world 
without  the  intervention  of  Germany  and 
of  the  German  Emperor." 

The  great  German  historian,  Professor 
Treitschke,  was  not  less  clear,  nor  more 
modest  : — 

"  To  whom  will  belong  the  sceptre  of 
the  universe  ?  What  nation  will  impose 
its  wishes  on  the  other  decadent  and  en- 
feebled peoples  ?  Will  it  not  be  Germany 
that  will  have  the  mission  to  ensure  the 
peace  of  the  world  ?  The  future  belongs 
to  Germany,  to  whom  Austria  will  attach 
herselj  ij  she  wishes  to  survive." 

The  most  popular  historical  work  that 
ever  appeared  in  Germany  is  "  The  Foun- 
dations of  the  Nineteenth  Century,"  and 
the  author,  cherishing  the  same  high  ideal 
of  the  regeneration  of  the  world  by  Ger- 
many, says  : — 

"  It  was  high  time  that  the  deliverer 
appeared.  .  .  .  We  can  regret  only  one 
thing,  that  the  German  did  not,  every- 
where his  conquering  arm  preyed,  exter- 
minate more  completely." 
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"  True  history,"  says  the  same  author, 
"  begins  from  the  moment  that  the  Ger- 
man with  mighty  hand  seizes  the  inherit- 
ance of  antiquity." 

Nor  are  the  Professors  and  Theologians 
behind  : — 

"  The  German  people  is  the  elect  of 
God,  and  its  enemies  are  the  enemies  of 
the  Lord," 

is  one  pulpit  utterance,  and  another  dis- 
tinguished writer  claims  : — 

We  are  the  best  colonists,  the  best 
sailors,  and  even  the  best  merchants.  .  .  . 
We  are  the  most  advanced  in  science  and 
art.  We  are,  without  contradiction,  the 
most  warlike  people  on  earth." 

This  is  history — as  made  in  Germany. 
These  are  the  German  people  as  presented 
to  themselves  by  their  leaders.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  the  result  is  a  nation  suffer- 
ing badly  from  "  swelled  head  "  ?  Their 
mission  is  to  regenerate  a  decadent  world, 
and  to  confer  on  it  the  blessings  of  peace — 
also  made  in  Germany  ;  and  how  the 
people  to  whom  they  are  to  bring  the 
blessings  of  peace  are  going  to  be  treated 
may  be  gathered  from  the  highly  popular 
exhortation  of  Professor  Lezius  : — 

"  All  Polish  societies  should  be  sup- 
pressed without  the  slightest  apology, 
...  as  well  as  the  societies  of  Alsace,  Lor- 
raine and  Schleswig-Holstein.     These  peo- 
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pie  should  be  allowed  only  three  privileges 
— to  pay  taxes,  serve  in  the  army,  and 
shut  their  jaws." 

The  rest  of  the  world  to  whom  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  civilisation  are  to 
be  brought  in  this  manner — we,  who 
thought  that  in  a  measure  we  were  already 
enjoying  them,  and,  if  left  alone,  might 
muddle  along  in  tolerable  content — must 
pay  heed  to  the  truth  as  given  to  us  with 
brutal  candour  by  the  Professor,  or  in 
the  more  picturesque  language  of  the 
great  expositor,  the  Kaiser  himself,  who, 
it  will  be  observed,  whenever  he  makes 
the  concession  of  placing  himself  second 
to  the  Deity,  always  discounts  it  by  simul- 
taneously dictating  the  Almighty's  de- 
cision : — 

"  Our  German  people  will  be  the  granite 
block  on  which  the  good  God  may  com- 
plete His  work  of  civilising  the  world. 
Then  will  be  realised  the  word  of  the  poet 
who  said  the  world  will  one  day  be  cured 
by  the  German  character." 

It  will  occur  to  you  many  times  that 
the  reflections  of  method  and  aim  and 
character  which  these  extracts  from  Ger- 
man authorities  afford  give  a  picture 
very  different  from  the  German  people 
whom  we  individually  meet.  That  is  un- 
doubtedly so.  And  to  those  of  us  who 
can  claim,  and  cordially  claim,  Germans 
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among  our  most  intimate  lifelong  friends, 
who  hope  to  keep  these  friends,  who  know 
their  worth,  and  recognise  that  no  race 
can  produce  better,  to  us  I  say  there  is 
an  ever-present  trouble  and  difficulty. 
We  have  no  quarrel  with  the  individual 
Germans.  We  know  them  as  the  best  of 
colonists  and  settlers,  and  the  last  thing 
any  of  us  would  like  to  do  would  be  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  those  who  have 
thrown  in  their  lot  with  us,  or  to  say  one 
word  of  disparagement  on  the  grounds  of 
race  against  men  and  women  who  are  as 
good  as  any.  Our  quarrel  is  with  the 
system  of  militarism,  with  the  overbear- 
ing, brutal  section  who  have  turned  a 
great  nation  into  a  machine  for  brutal 
and  barbarous  ends.  But  indeed  I  do 
not  think  we  need  to  make  any  explana- 
tions or  apologies.  Our  treatment  of 
German  subjects  who,  by  the  fortune  of 
war,  find  themselves  in  our  hands,  speaks 
eloquently  for  us,  and  will  stand  com- 
parison for  ever  with  the  treatment  ac- 
corded by  military  Germany  to  those 
who  are  helpless  in  her  hands. 

In  order  to  achieve  his  life's  purpose, 
the  creation  of  a  united  and  powerful  Ger- 
many, Bismarck  started  from  Military 
Prussia  and  "  Prussianised "  Germany. 
The  policy  of  "  blood  and  iron  "  was  a 
ruthless    one,    but    Bismarck    was    great 
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enough  to  know  that  there  are  limits  to 
the  exercise  of  the  bully's  power  which, 
if  exceeded,  simply  call  into  being  powers 
of  resistance  greater  still,  and  in  the  end 
Nemesis.  Bismarck  thought  that  he  could 
secure  for  united  and  powerful  Germany 
a  future  of  immense  prosperity  and  un- 
broken peace.  He  was  wise  enough  to 
try  to  secure  this  by  keeping  on  good 
terms  with  other  nations.  The  present 
Kaiser  was  not  content  with  this  ;  as  a 
young  man  just  tasting  power  he  dis- 
missed Bismarck — "  dropped  the  pilot," 
in  the  famous  phrase — and  then  began 
the  era  of  "  mailed-fist  diplomacy." 
From  that  time  onward  the  mailed  fist 
has  been  offensively  shaken  under  every 
nose  in  Europe,  and  a  clanking  bully  has 
swaggered  across  the  stage,  blustering 
and  bungling,  until  Germany  was  hated 
and  mistrusted  by  all,  even  her  own  allies. 
But  the  political  religion  of  modern 
Germany  was  not  invented  by  the  Kaiser. 
It  is  that  of  Frederick  the  Great ;  it  is 
Bismarck's,  without  his  safeguards ;  it 
is  Prussianism  :  it  is  the  creed  taught  and 
expressed  by  their  great  and  popular 
historian,  Professor  Treitschke — the  very 
apostle  of  the  modern  Hun,  who  in  his 
writings  has  damned  Christianity  as  the 
disease  of  feebleness,  and  exalted  bru- 
tality and  force  as  the  ideal. 
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After  Bismarck's  dismissal  came  the 
ambitious,  definite  scheme  of,  and  deli- 
berate preparations  for,  the  World  Empire, 
but  without  Bismarck's  astute  diplomacy 
to  shape  and  conceal  them.  You  may 
remember  that  before  the  Spanish- Ameri- 
can War  in  1898,  there  were  frequent 
warnings  and  discussions  in  the  English 
Press  about  German  designs  on  Brazil, 
and  that  very  well  known  and  influential 
weekly,  "  The  Spectator,"  in  particular 
gave  repeated  warnings  of  this.  During 
the  American-Spanish  War  the  reality  of 
Germany's  ambitions  was  suddenly  made 
manifest  by  a  very  striking  incident.  I 
had  a  description  of  the  incident  a  few 
months  ago  from  an  American  officer  who 
was  present.  Neither  of  us  thought  then 
that  we  were  within  a  few  weeks  of  an- 
other and  more  tremendous  revelation  of 
Germany's  designs. 

Germany  wanted  Brazil,  or  at  any  rate 
some  portion  of  it.  The  Monroe  Doctrine 
stood  in  the  way,  and,  as  Germany 
thought,  the  only  defender  of  the  Monroe 
Doctrine  was  the  American  fleet.  The 
chance  offered,  when  this  fleet  was  engaged 
with  the  Spanish  navy,  to  fall  upon  it 
and  destroy  it.  But  the  British  fleet 
was  also  there,  and  the  German  admiral 
wanted  to  know  what  the  British  fleet 
would  do  before  he  took  chances  ;    and 
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my  American  friend  described  the  scene 
to  me.  It  was  suddenly  made  clear  to 
the  Americans  by  the  presence  and  hostile 
attitude  of  the  German  fleet  that  they 
were  trapped,  and  a  treacherous  attack 
was  in  contemplation.  They  also  knew 
that  everything  depended  upon  the  British 
admiral's  attitude.  They  watched  the 
boat  put  off  from  the  German  flagship 
to  the  British  flagship,  the  three  fleets 
watching  in  dead  silence.  Only  later  did 
they  know  that  the  question  asked  by 
the  German  admiral  was  :  "  What  will 
the  British  fleet  do  if  we  attack  the 
American  fleet  ?  "  and  the  answer  was  : 
"  I  was  not  instructed  to  answer  hypo- 
thetical questions,  but  the  American 
admiral  knows  ;  "  and,  as  the  German 
boat  returned  with  the  answer,  the  British 
fleet  silently  and  slowly  swung  round  fac- 
ing a  common  enemy.  The  significance 
was  unmistakable.  The  instant  cheering 
of  the  American  ships  showed  they  under- 
stood. 

Germany  was  foiled,  and  then  it  became 
clear  that  it  was  not  the  American  fleet 
but  the  British  Navy  that  stood  between 
her  and  the  violation  of  rights  and  treaties. 
So  the  proposition  which  Germany  stated 
to  herself  was  this  :  As  it  is  England 
that  stands  between  us  and  world  power, 
it  is  idle  to  frame  plans  against  the  indi- 
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viduals  whom  we  may  wish  to  attack 
from  time  to  time  ;  let  us  get  to  the  root 
of  the  matter  and  destroy  England,  the 
obstacle  in  our  path.  The  development 
of  this  idea  into  a  fixed  policy  may  be 
traced  through  the  various  Navy  Laws 
passed  by  Germany,  and  by  other  material 
preparations. 

Now  let  me  show  you,  with  the  aid  of 
the  map,  some  of  the  evidences  of  this 
preparation.  You  will  remember  that  in 
1864  Germany  seized  Schleswig-Holstein. 
The  little  blue  strip  across  that  territory 
is  the  famous  Kiel  Canal.  German  har- 
bours on  the  Baltic  and  on  the  North  Sea 
were  separated  by  the  whole  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Denmark.  As  you  can  see,  any 
ship  leaving  a  Baltic  port  had  to  go  out 
through  the  exit  of  the  Skager  Rack  and 
Kattegat.  The  trade  of  the  North  Sea 
ports,  and  of  the  Baltic  ports,  had  all  to 
go  round  Denmark.  That,  however,  was 
not  the  real  reason  for  the  cutting  of  the 
Kiel  Canal.  Some  twenty  years  ago  this 
huge  undertaking  was  commenced,  and 
the  object  of  it  was  to  provide  connection, 
within  German  territory,  through  that 
narrow  neck  between  the  Baltic  and  the 
North  Sea,  so  that  a  German  fleet  could 
lie  behind  the  land  defences  of  the  Kiel 
Canal,  and,  without  warning,  slip  out  in 
full   force   into   either   sea.     The   British 
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fleet,  if  attempting  to  bottle  up  the  Ger- 
man Navy  or  to  attack  it,  would  have  to 
divide  so  as  to  cover  the  two  exits.  Thus 
the  German  fleet,  if  only  a  little  more 
than  half  the  size  of  the  British  fleet, 
would  always  be  able  to  fall  upon  one  or 
other  section  of  the  British  fleet  and  be  in 
overwhelming  strength. 

That  was  the  whole  scheme  and  object 
of  the  Kiel  Canal.  It  was  a  far-sighted, 
courageous  and  immensely  big  strategic 
plan  to  enable  Germany  to  smash  the  sea 
power  of  England  and  clear  from  her 
path  this  obstacle,  the  only  barrier  to 
Germany's  world  power  ambition.  This 
is  not  guesswork.  These  are  facts  which 
have  been  explained  many  scores  of  times 
by  German  writers.  There  is  no  secret 
whatever  about  the  designs.  The  scheme 
of  the  Canal  itself  exposes  its  object.  The 
character  of  the  ships,  that  have  been 
built  with  a  coal  capacity  not  sufficient 
for  long  voyages,  but  sufficient  for  an 
attack  upon  England  ;  the  Navy  Laws, 
the  speeches  and  the  boasts  of  Germany 
have  proclaimed  the  intention  for  many 
years ;  the  often- quoted  toast  of  the 
German  Navy,  "  The  Day,"  meaning  the 
day  when  the  German  Navy  would  smash 
up  the  British  Navy,  were  based  on  the 
belief  in  the  Kiel  Canal. 

Some  ten  years  ago,  you  will  remem- 
7 
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ber,  the  British  Admiralty  introduced  the 
Dreadnought  and  super-Dreadnought,  a 
departure  in  shipbuilding  for  which  they 
were  severely  criticised,  because  it  was 
pointed  out  that  when  the  British  Navy 
made  a  fresh  start  with  a  new  pattern  of 
ship  they  lost  all  their  immense  lead  in 
numbers  and  gave  Germany  the  great 
advantage  of  a  level  start.  At  that  time 
the  Kiel  Canal  was  nearing  completion, 
and  even  then  it  was  common  knowledge 
and  a  common  boast  that  when  the  Kiel 
Canal  was  completed  Germany  would 
take  the  first  favourable  opportunity  to 
attack  ;  the  only  thing  they  were  waiting 
for  was  the  completion  of  the  Canal. 

The  Admiralty  was  severely  criticised, 
but  only  those  who  were  exceptionally 
well  informed  realised  that  there  was 
something  to  be  said  for  them  which  had 
not  been  said  aloud.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  was,  the  Dreadnought  and  super- 
Dreadnought  were  too  big  to  pass  through 
the  Kiel  Canal,  so  that  with  this  single 
stroke  England  presented  Germany  with 
the  alternative  of  fighting  against  im- 
mensely heavier  vessels,  or  of  reconstruc- 
ting her  great  work,  the  Kiel  Canal,  which 
had  already  cost  over  ten  millions.  It  is 
striking  evidence  of  Germany's  purpose 
and  determination  that  she  did  not  hesi- 
tate,  but   instantly   began     another   ten 
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years'  work  at  a  cost  of  over  ten  millions 
more  to  enlarge  the  Canal  so  that  it  would 
take  the  biggest  ships  that  could  be  con- 
structed ;  and  to-day  the  largest  warships 
in  the  world  can  steam  through  the  Kiel 
Canal  two  abreast  and  at  a  good  pace  too. 
It  was  a  maxim  of  the  great  Bismarck's 
that  if  you  really  want  to  deceive  people 
you  should  just  tell  them  the  simple  truth. 
The  Germans  have  certainly  had  some  suc- 
cesses in  this  line.  We  cannot  complain 
that  they  concealed  from  us  their  plans  or 
ambitions  for  world  power,  nor  yet  their 
hostile  intention  towards  England,  nor 
the  objects  of  the  Navy  Laws  or  the  Kiel 
Canal.  They  have  acted,  as  General  von 
Bernhardi  explains,  on  the  conviction 
that  you  cannot  really  keep  secret  the 
broad  purposes  of  your  policy  and  objects 
of  your  preparation.  It  is  the  business 
of  your  opponents  to  know  this.  All  you 
succeed  in  doing  is  in  deceiving  your  own 
people,  whom  you  ought  to  be  educating 
for  the  national  purpose  and  a  national 
movement. 

The  boast  that  Germany  would  strike 
when  the  Kiel  Canal  was  completed  is  now 
worth  recalling.  The  Kiel  Canal  was 
completed  in  1913.  With  daring  irony, 
the  British  fleet  was  invited  to  attend  the 
formal  opening  celebrations  of  the  Canal, 
in    June    last    year,    and    was    actually 
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present.  It  is  a  fact  that  within  six  weeks 
of  the  opening  of  the  Canal  Germany's 
threat  was  fulfilled.  Now  look  well  at 
that  Canal,  and  see  the  position  that  it 
gives  to  Germany  on  the  Baltic  and  on 
the  North  Sea.  It  is  not  at  all  a  ridiculous 
notion  that  Germany,  with  a  smaller  fleet, 
might  succeed  in  taking  the  British  fleet 
in  detail  and  smashing  it  in  two  or  three 
battles.  Of  course  we  have  confidence 
that  Sir  John  Jellicoe  and  the  Admiralty 
understand  their  business  quite  well 
enough  to  see  that  Germany  will  not 
succeed  in  this.  But  if  you  want  to 
realise  the  extent  of  Germany's  confidence, 
and  the  grounds  for  that  confidence,  let 
me  again  refer  you  to  our  candid  friend 
General  von  Bernhardi,  who  devotes  a 
whole  chapter  to  this  subject. 

Well  then,  keep  that  position  in  mind  ; 
and  now  pick  up  the  threads  at  the  other 
end,  the  Mediterranean.  The  correspond- 
ence published  in  the  White  Paper  shows 
that  warnings  have  come  from  Constan- 
tinople and  from  Rome,  that  Austria  was 
intending  to  seize  territory  down  to  the 
port  of  Salonika  and  to  seize  the  railway. 
These  railways  running  to  Salonika  and  to 
Constantinople  are  built  very  largely  with 
German  capital,  and  controlled  by  German 
influence.  The  railways  within  Turkish 
territory  are  apparently  completely  under 
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German  influence — one  might  say  control. 
The  Baghdad  railway  concession  couples 
up  the  systems  at  Constantinople.  This 
concession  gives  control  of  the  whole 
railway  systems  of  Asia  Minor.  I  have 
shown  roughly  on  the  map  only  what 
you  may  call  the  main  trunk  lines.  A 
large  part  of  this  railway  has  been  built 
towards  Baghdad,  but  the  section  through 
Palestine  to  Mecca  has  not  been  com- 
menced yet.  The  eastern  fork,  as  you 
see,  runs  to  the  Persian  Gulf,  "to  a  port 
to  be  obtained  "  there.  The  western  fork 
runs  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Suez 
Canal  along  the  road  down  to  Mecca. 

Germany  and  Austria  claim  to  be  able 
to  put  in  the  field  some  seven  or  eight 
million  men.  When  Russia  fought  Japan 
she  transported  over  the  single  line  of  the 
Trans-Siberian  Railway  all  her  troops, 
munitions,  commissariat  —  everything  ! 
The  distance  is  three  times  as  great  as 
that  which  Germany  would  need  to  carry 
her  troops  over  the  perfect  railway  system 
which  she  has  organised  for  this  purpose. 
Is  it  then  a  dream  or  a  fantastic  notion 
that,  in  co-operation  with  her  "  vassal," 
Turkey,  she  should  be  able  to  land  im- 
mense armies  at  the  head  of  the  Persian 
Gulf  ready  to  drop  on  India,  and  at  the 
Suez  Canal  to  close  that  water-way  and 
to  seize  Egypt  ?     It  is  no  dream.     It  is  a 
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perfectly  practicable  proposition,  planned 
and  prepared  with  all  the  thoroughness, 
science  and  hostile  determination  that 
characterise  the  German  Government. 

When  that  great  Christian  monarch,  the 
Kaiser,  made  his  compact  with  the  great 
murderer  of  Christians — Abdul  Hamid  the 
Damned — he  secured  this  great  corner- 
stone in  the  foundation  of  Germany's 
World  Empire.  It  was  a  mere  trifle  to 
promise  to  repay  the  Sultan  by  returning 
to  him  his  lost  province  of  Egypt,  re- 
stored to  greatness  and  wealth  by  British 
work  !  In  any  case  it  was  only  a  promise  ; 
and  as  we  have  seen  what  value  Germany 
attaches  to  her  sacred  treaties,  we  need 
not  suppose  that  a  mere  promise  would 
stand  in  the  way  of  "  military  necessity  " 
or  "  vital  interests."  Egypt  once  held  by 
German  troops  would  not  be  voluntarily 
relinquished. 

Perhaps  you  think  this  picture  over- 
drawn— the  result  of  nerves — a  product 
of  a  war-heated  imagination.  Let  me 
reassure  you  with  a  quotation  taken  from 
the  work  of  that  very  distinguished 
authority,  Professor  Sarolea.  His  book 
was  published  in  1912,  and  the  work 
of  Dr.  Paul  Rohrbach,  "The  Baghdad 
Railway,"  from  which  he  quotes,  was 
published  in  1911.  A  great  German  autho- 
rity writing  three  years  before  the  war, 
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he  deserves  attention.  Professor  Sarolea 
("  The  Anglo-German  Problem,"  p.  277) 
says  :  "  German  publicists,  of  course,  will 
tell  us  that  these  dangers  are  purely 
imaginary,  and  that  those  suspicions  only 
prove  the  hostile  feelings  of  those  who 
make  them.  But  we  have,  alas  !  too 
many  and  too  convincing  proofs  that  the 
danger  is  very  far  from  being  imaginary. 
The  following  statement  by  Dr.  Paul 
Rohrbach  tells  its  own  tale  and  needs  no 
commentary,  and  is  all  the  more  singular 
when  it  is  remembered  that  Dr.  Rohrbach 
is  one  of  the  most  authoritative  exponents 
of  German  foreign  policy,  that  he  is  a  man 
of  moderate  opinions  and  what  is  called 
a  *  sound  '  man,  and  a  regular  contributor 
to  Radical  as  well  as  National-Liberal 
periodicals  ; — 

"  '  One  factor  and  one  alone  will  deter- 
mine the  possibility  of  a  successful  issue 
for  Germany  in  such  a  conflict  :  whether 
or  not  we  succeed  in  placing  England  in  a 
perilous  position.  A  direct  attack  upon 
England  across  the  North  Sea  is  out  of 
the  question  ;  the  prospect  of  a  German 
invasion  of  England  is  a  fantastic  dream. 
It  is  necessary  to  discover  another  com- 
bination in  order  to  hit  England  in  a  vul- 
nerable spot — and  here  we  come  to  the 
point  where  the  relationship  of  Germany  to 
Turkey  and  the   conditions  prevailing  in 
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Turkey  become  of  decisive  importance  jor 
German  foreign  policy,  based  as  it  now  is 
upon  watchfulness  in  the  direction  of  Eng- 
land. .  .  England  can  be  attacked  and 
mortally  wounded  by  land  from  Europe 
only  in  one  place — Egypt.  The  loss  of 
Egypt  would  mean  for  England  not  only 
the  end  of  her  dominion  over  the  Suez 
Canal,  and  of  her  connections  with  India 
and  the  Far  East,  but  would  probably 
entail  the  loss  also  of  her  possessions  in 
Central  and  East  Africa.  The  conquest  of 
Egypt  by  a  Mohammedan  Power,  like 
Turkey,  would  also  imperil  England's 
hold  over  her  sixty  million  Mohammedan 
subjects  in  India,  besides  prejudicing  her 
relations  with  Afghanistan  and  Persia. 
Turkey,  however,  can  never  dream  of  re- 
covering Egypt  until  she  is  mistress  of  a 
developed  railway  system  in  Asia  Minor 
and  Syria,  and  until,  through  the  progress 
of  the  Anatolian  Railway  to  Baghdad, 
she  is  in  a  position  to  withstand  an  attack 
by  England  upon  Mesopotamia.  The 
Turkish  army  must  be  increased  or  im- 
proved, and  progress  must  be  made  in 
her  economic  and  financial  position.  .  .  . 
The  stronger  Turkey  grows,  the  more  dan- 
gerous does  she  become  for  England.  .  .  . 
Egypt  is  a  pri,ze  which  for  Turkey  would 
be  well  worth  the  risk  of  taking  sides  with 
Germany  in  a  war  with  England.     The 
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policy  oj  protecting  Turkey,  which  is  now 
pursued  by  Germany,  has  no  other  object 
but  the  desire  to  effect  an  insurance  against 
the  danger  oj  a  war  with  England."  J 

Now  look  well  at  the  map  and  realise 
the  scope,  the  boldness,  and  the  well-nigh 
perfection  of  Germany's  scheme  of  World 
Empire.  It  is  true  that  it  omits  from 
calculation  certain  great  factors — moral 
considerations,  the  sense  of  justice,  the 
rights  of  nations,  the  sentiment  of  races, 
the  spiritual  forces  of  civilisation ;  but 
these  do  not  count  in  the  German  mili- 
tarist scheme  of  things.  They  are  not 
factors  in  pure  science  ;  they  do  not  figure 
in  the  text-books  ;  they  are  not  material  ! 
Force,  brutal  and  organised  force,  is  the 
only  argument ;  material  things  are  all 
that  count !  Nevertheless  the  ignored 
and  neglected  factors  are  the  rocks  on 
which  Germany's  great  scheme  is  doomed 
to  be  wrecked.  For  the  purpose  of  under- 
standing, however,  look  at  it  through 
German  eyes  :  England,  the  custodian 
of  the  peace  of  Europe,  the  champion  of 
the  rights  of  nations  and  of  the  sanctity 
of  treaties,  had  to  be  removed.  It  is  the 
well-known  burglar's  maxim,  "  First  do 
for  the  policeman.     The  rest  is  easy." 

I  have  explained  to  you  how  the  Kiel 

1  Rohrbach's  "  Die  Bagdadbahn,"  pp.  18,  19.     Berlin, 
1911. 
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Canal  is  designed  to  enable  Germany  to 
destroy  the  British  Navy,  and  I  have 
shown  you  how  the  Baghdad  Railway 
would  make  it  almost  ineffective.  Either 
might  achieve  the  purpose  of  removing 
the  great  barrier  to  German  ambitions. 
Both  together  would  face  England  with 
an  impossible  task.  Germany,  lying  across 
Europe  from  the  North  Sea  and  the  Baltic 
to  the  Adriatic,  Mediterranean  and  iEgean 
(with  the  ports  of  Trieste,  Durazzo, 
Salonika,  Constantinople,  and  Alexan- 
dretta),  and  the  Baghdad  Railway  giving 
access  to  Suez  and  the  Persian  Gulf,  would 
be  unassailable  on  land  and  secure  for 
her  supplies  ;  and,  acting  on  interior  lines 
with  perfect  land  transport,  would  compel 
England  to  divide  her  fleet  and  move  her 
troops  over  12,000  miles  of  ocean,  from 
the  North  Sea  round  Europe  and  Africa 
to  Egypt  and  India. 

Will  any  one  withhold  a  tribute  of  ad- 
miration to  a  conception  so  vast  and  an 
undertaking  so  magnificent  ?  Do  you 
understand  now  the  trumpet  call  "  World 
Power  or  Downfall  "  ?  Do  you  under- 
stand why  people  born,  bred  and  trained 
in  the  belief  that  this  is  their  destiny, 
force  the  only  argument,  have  answered 
that  call  and  acclaimed  "  The  day  "  with 
an  outburst  of  frenzy  ?  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  the  autocrat  who  through  a  life  of 
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unquestioned  power  has  secretly  cherished 
and  worked  and  waited  for  the  day 
when  he  would  be  Emperor  of  the  World, 
should  have  lost  his  sense  of  proportion 
and  forgotten  the  lesson  of  Lucifer  ? 

The  World  Empire  of  Germany  was  to 
absorb  territories  of  two  kinds :  (a)  those 
necessary  for  the  expansion  and  protec- 
tion of  trade  or  of  national  interests;  (b) 
those  suitable  for  population,  i.e.  Colonies. 
In  the  first  category  fall  Belgium,  Hol- 
land, Denmark,  the  Mediterranean  areas, 
Asia  Minor,  Egypt,  and  India.  There  is 
no  room  there  for  surplus  population  and 
the  building  up  of  great  daughter  nations 
of  Germany — on  the  British  plan.  The 
second  category  is  filled  by  one  name — 
Africa.  It  was  to  be  a  German  conti- 
nent— no  less  ! 

More  than  twenty  years  ago  Bismarck 
stated  that  the  next  great  European  War 
would  arise  out  of  Central  Africa.  He 
was  very  nearly  right ;  probably  because 
he  already  knew  of  Germany's  determina- 
tion to  secure  what  has  since  been  called 
her  place  in  the  sun.  Germany's  many 
attempts  to  secure  territory  in  Africa, 
North,  West,  South,  and  East,  by  annexa- 
tion, by  pressure,  by  negotiations  and  by 
bluffing,  have  indicated  quite  clearly  what 
continent  she  looked  to  for  territorial 
expansion. 
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Let  me  quote  again  from  "  Modern 
Germany  "  (p.  24)  : — 

"  Bismarck,  not  William  the  Second, 
originated  Germany's  world  policy.  Al- 
ready in  1876  Bismarck  had  contemplated 
acquiring  a  large  part  of  South  Africa 
with  the  help  of  the  Boers.  According 
to  the  very  reliable  Poschinger,  Santa 
Lucia  Bay  was  to  be  acquired  by  Ger- 
many, and  German  merchants  were  found 
ready  to  build  a  railway  from  that  harbour 
to  Pretoria,  and  to  run  a  line  of  ships  to 
Santa  Lucia  Bay,  whereto,  by  specially 
cheap  fares,  a  great  stream  of  German 
emigrants  was  to  be  directed.  Thus 
a  German  South  Africa  was  to  be 
founded.  The  sum  of  100,000,000  marks 
(£5,000,000)  was  thought  to  be  sufficient 
for  financing  that  enterprise,  and  German 
business  men  were  willing  to  find  that 
sum,  provided  5  per  cent,  interest  on  that 
sum  was  given  to  them  by  the  State 
during  ten  years.  At  that  time  Germany 
was  financially  exhausted  through  a  vio- 
lent Stock  Exchange  crisis  and  through 
the  consequences  of  free  trade,  which  had 
crippled  her  manufacturing  industries. 
Therefore  this  project  had  temporarily  to 
be  abandoned  for  lack  of  funds.  In  1884 
Bismarck  made  another  and  more  deter- 
mined attempt  at  acquiring  Santa  Lucia 
Bay,  and  this  second  attempt  miscarried 
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through  the  incapacity  of  his  son,  to  whom 
the  negotiations  had  been  entrusted." 

And  page  27  : — 

"  Treitschke  detested  England,  wished 
to  see  it  crushed,  and  hoped  to  see  a  huge 
German  World  Empire  arise  on  the  ruins 
of  Anglo- Saxondom.  Decades  would  have 
to  pass  by  until  Germany  would  be 
strong  enough  to  crush  the  Anglo-Saxons. 
Meanwhile  the  most  pressing  need  of 
Germany  seemed  to  Treitschke  the  ac- 
quisition of  large  colonies  situated  in  a 
temperate  zone  whereto  a  stream  of  Ger- 
man emigrants  might  be  directed.  In 
4  Deutsche  Kampfe  '  we  read  : — 

"  '  In  the  South  of  Africa  circumstances 
are  decidedly  favouring  us.  English  colo- 
nial policy,  which  has  been  successful 
everywhere  else,  has  not  had  a  lucky  hand 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  civilisa- 
tion which  exists  there  is  Teutonic,  is 
Dutch.  The  policy  of  England  in  South 
Africa,  which  vacillates  between  weakness 
and  brutality,  has  created  a  deadly 
and  unextinguishable  hatred  against  her 
among  the  Dutch  Boers.  ...  If  our 
Empire  has  the  courage  to  follow  an  inde- 
pendent colonial  policy  with  determina- 
tion, a  collision  of  our  interests  and  those 
of  England  is  unavoidable.  It  was  natural 
and  logical  that  the  new  great  power  of 
Central  Europe  had  to  settle  affairs  with  all 
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great  Powers.  We  have  settled  our  accounts 
with  Austria-Hungary,  with  France,  and 
with  Russia.  The  last  settlement,  the 
settlement  with  England,  will  probably  be 
the  lengthiest  and  most  difficult  one.'  " 

The  Kruger  telegram,  at  the  time  of 
the  Jameson  raid,  the  double  dealing 
with  both  sides  during  the  Boer  War, 
were  all  recognisable  warnings,  and  they 
are  to  be  found  in  hundreds  in  influential 
German  publications.  We  have  taken 
little  notice  here  of  what  has  been  going 
on.  The  British  Navy  has  been  good 
enough  to  give  us  restful  nights.  In  Mr. 
Barker's  book,  published  seven  years  ago, 
there  are  a  few  pointers  worth  recalling. 
He  says  : — 

"  For  instance,  on  the  4th  July,  1895, 
a  few  months  after  the  Jameson  Raid, 
*  Die  Grenzboten '  wrote  : — 

"  4  For  us  the  Boer  States,  with  the 
coasts  that  are  their  due,  signify  a  great 
possibility.  Their  absorption  into  the 
British  Empire  would  mean  the  blocking 
up  of  our  last  road  towards  an  indepen- 
dent agricultural  colony  in  a  temperate 
clime.  Will  England  obstruct  our  path  ? 
If  Germany  shows  determination,  never.' 

"  After  surveying  the  globe,  official 
Germany  had  evidently  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  South  Africa  would  be  an 
ideal  colony  for  her,  more  desirable  even 
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than  South  Brazil,  and  that  the  most 
natural  way  to  acquire  it  would  be  to 
wrest  it  out  of  British  hands  with  the  help 
of  the  Boers.  *  Die  Grenzboten  '  wrote  on 
the  15th  April,  1897  :— 

44  4  The  possession  of  South  Africa  offers 
greater  advantages  in  every  respect  than 
the  possession  of  Southern  Brazil.  If  we 
look  at  the  map  our  German  colonies  look 
very  good  positions  for  attack.' 

44  In  a  similar  strain  the  4  Koloniales 
Jahrbuch  '  for  1897  wrote  : 

44  4  The  importance  of  South  Africa  as 
a  land  which  can  receive  an  unlimited 
number  of  white  emigrants  must  rouse 
us  to  the  greatest  exertions,  in  order  to 
secure  there  supremacy  to  the  Teuton 
race.  The  greater  part  of  the  population 
of  South  Africa  is  of  Low  German  descent. 
We  must  constantly  lay  stress  upon  the 
Low  German  origin  of  the  Boers,  and  we 
must,  before  all,  stimulate  their  hatred 
against  Anglo-Saxondom.  No  doubt  the 
Boers  will,  with  characteristically  German 
tenacity,  retake  their  former  possessions 
from  the  English  by  combining  slimness 
with  force.  In  this  attempt  they  can 
count  upon  the  assistance  of  the  German 
brother  nation.' 

44  These  quotations  contain  an  unmis- 
takable programme  and  a  very  interest- 
ing forecast. 
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"  As  the  idea  that  Germany  was  the 
heir  presumptive  to  South  Africa  was 
constantly  discussed  in  the  German  Press, 
that  idea  sank  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
German  mind,  and  the  succession  to  her 
inheritance  soon  became,  with  the  masses, 
an  impending  event  to  be  looked  forward 
to.  It  was  only  a  question  of  time  when 
that  event  would  come  to  pass.  In  German 
eyes  South  Africa  had  become  indispen- 
sable to  Germany,  it  was  already  halfway 
reckoned  as  a  national  asset  by  the  masses, 
and  in  innumerable  lectures,  books  and 
articles,  its  resources  and  possibilities  were 
discussed. 

"  Whilst  despatches  regarding  the  suze- 
rainty of  the  Transvaal  were  being 
exchanged  between  Great  Britain  and 
that  country,  the  leading  organs  of  the 
German  Press  continued  preaching  the 
expulsion  of  the  British  from  South 
Africa,  an  action  calculated  to  strengthen 
the  resistance  of  the  Boers  against  British 
demands,  and  to  make  them  look  to  Ger- 
many for  protection.  On  the  16th  June, 
1898,  when  war  between  the  Transvaal 
and  Great  Britain  seemed  unavoidable, 
'Die  Grenzboten'  wrote  : — 

"  '  The  existence  of  the  Boer  States 
makes  it,  perhaps,  possible  to  regain  the 
lost  colony  (i.e.  St.  Lucia  Bay,  etc.),  in- 
cluding Delagoa  Bay.    Here,  in  the  north 
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of  Cape  Colony,  a  well- considered  German 
policy  must  be  pursued,  and  the  Emperor's 
telegram  to  Kruger  has  already  demon- 
strated our  firm  will  to  return  the  Glad- 
stonian  '  hands  off  '  to  the  English.  The 
possession  of  the  natural  harbour  of  Dela- 
goa  Bay  is  a  vital  condition  for  the  Low 
German  States  in  South  Africa.  Without 
Low  Germanism,  in  South  Africa  our 
colonies  are  worth  nothing  as  settlements. 
Our  future  is  founded  on  the  victory  of 
Low  Germanism,  and  upon  the  expulsion 
of  the  British  from  South  Africa,  where, 
even  in  Cape  Colony,  they  are  still  in  the 
minority.  The  prosperity  of  our  South 
African  colonies,  which  singly  are  worth 
as  little  as  Cameroon  and  Togo,  depends 
upon  the  possibility  of  connecting  those 
two  colonies,  whereby  England  will  be 
confined  to  the  south,  and  the  dream  of 
a  great  British  colonial  empire  from  the 
Cape  to  Cairo  will  vanish.'  " 

The  Agadir  incident,  which  you  will 
remember,  is  a  recent  warning  given  to  us 
in  South  Africa.  The  German  gunboat 
"  Panther "  appeared  in  the  port  of 
Agadir,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  opposite 
Madeira,  to  uphold  pretensions  so  in- 
admissible that  the  British  Government 
was  prepared  to  support  France  by  force 
of  arms  unless  Germany  withdrew  at 
once.     So    Bismarck    was     nearly    right 
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when  he  said  that  the  next  great  war 
would  arise  out  of  South  Africa.  There 
was  no  war  ;  but  although  the  German 
claims  were  preposterous,  France,  in  order 
to  smooth  things  over,  agreed  to  an 
"  adjustment  of  territory  " — that  is  to 
say  that  once  more  Germany  secured 
compensation — the  compensation  which 
in  ordinary  life  is  called  blackmail,  the 
consideration  that  is  paid  to  the  ruthless 
bully  to  buy  off  the  threat  of  his  brute 
force.  To  the  treaty  embodying  this 
settlement  the  candid  von  Bernhardi 
makes  reference ;  and  if  you  wish  to 
realise  the  cynical  candour  of  the  German 
Government,  and  its  opinion  of  the  value 
of  treaties,  you  must  remember  that  this 
reference  by  the  distinguished  member 
of  their  General  Staff  was  written  within 
a  few  weeks  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty. 
He  says  :  "We  need  not,  therefore,  regard 
this  Convention  as  definite.  It  is  as 
liable  to  revision  as  the  Algeciras  Treaty, 
and  indeed  offers  in  this  respect  the  ad- 
vantage that  it  creates  new  opportunities  of 
friction  with  France." 

Now  will  you  please  look  at  the  map  of 
Africa  showing  the  German  Cameroons  ? 
Observe  the  two  yellow  fingers,  German 
Territory,  which  stick  out  through  the 
French  Congo  almost  to  the  Belgian 
frontier,  leaving  two  narrow  little  passage- 
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ways  for  communication  through  French 
territory.  Did  ever  any  honest  colonising 
country  lay  out  its  frontiers  like  this  ? 
What  could  be  the  object  ?  Only  that  so 
excellently  described  by  von  Bernhardi 
as  "  the  advantage  of  creating  new  oppor- 
tunities of  friction  with  France."  Nor  is 
this  the  only  instance.  Look  further 
down  the  map  and  observe  the  family 
likeness  where  German  South  West  Africa 
sticks  out  down  the  Zambesi  Valley ! 
Another  opportunity  of  friction !  An- 
other finger  of  irritation  projected  right 
into  the  heart  of  Rhodesia !  This  is 
thoroughly  characteristic  of  the  German 
method.  The  mighty  military  engine  in 
the  background  to  be  used  when  diplo- 
macy has  succeeded  in  providing  the 
"  opportunities  of  friction."  And  General 
von  Bernhardi  has  explained  in  his  book 
with  great  thoroughness  and  care  how 
the  different  departments  must  work 
together,  and  how  diplomacy  must  pave 
the  way  for  aggressive  warfare. 

You  will  remember  that  when  civil  war 
was  threatened  in  Ireland  a  few  months 
ago  every  one  was  puzzled  by  the  extra- 
ordinary facility  with  which  both  parties 
obtained  arms  in  spite  of  all  precautions 
and  the  control  of  the  factories.  We  now 
learn  that  ardent  sympathisers  were  giving 
facilities  for  the  purchase  of  large  quan- 
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tities  of  arms  and  ammunition — no  cash 
required,  and  no  security  asked,  plenty 
of  time  for  settlement !  These  facilities 
were  given  impartially  to  both  parties  in 
Ireland  ;  and  the  patriotic  sympathisers 
now  turn  out  to  have  been  disguised 
agents  of  the  German  Government  !  Does 
this  remind  you  of  anything  in  South 
African  history  ?  Do  you  remember  how 
in  the  late  war  the  two  Republics  were 
fed  with  incitements  and  encouragement, 
and  facilities  for  obtaining  big  guns  and 
ammunition  ?  And  do  you  remember  the 
sensation  caused  five  years  ago  when  the 
German  Emperor,  in  one  of  his  diplomatic 
professions  of  friendship  towards  Eng- 
land, boasted  that  it  was  he  who  had 
suggested  to  Queen  Victoria  the  plan  of 
campaign  which  afterwards  led  to  the 
success  of  the  British  arms  ?  On  their 
own  showing,  therefore,  the  Germans  were 
as  impartial  in  South  Africa  as  they  were 
in  Ireland. 

But  we  have  had  warnings  enough 
in  South  Africa.  At  the  time  of  the 
National  Convention  the  threat  of  German 
South  West  Africa  was  thoroughly  under- 
stood. The  presence  of  this  hostile  power 
on  our  borders,  and  the  immense  military 
preparations  made  there,  carried  the 
greatest  weight  in  favour  of  Union.  It 
was  the  strongest  argument  used  by  one 
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of  the  great  leaders  of  the  Dutch  people 
against  allowing  minor  matters,  such  as 
the  question  of  the  Capital,  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  that  Union  which  was  essential 
to  our  continued  existence  as  a  self- 
governing  people.  At  that  time,  five 
years  ago,  we  understood  perfectly  well 
what  the  position  was,  and  that  this 
German  South  West  territory  was  only 
"  a  jumping-off  ground,"  as  the  Germans 
themselves  described  it,  in  their  plan  to 
seize  and  occupy  South  Africa  when  the 
time  arrived. 

It  was  pointed  out  by  the  same  distin- 
guished delegated  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion with  infinite  gravity  that  the  hope 
for  a  long  era  of  peace  for  South  Africa 
had  little  prospect  of  realisation  ;  that 
it  would  be  fortunate  indeed  for  us  if  out 
of  past  struggles  there  should  now  come 
unity  before  the  greatest  struggle  of  all — 
the  union  of  states  and  of  races  in 
one  people,  under  one  Government,  with 
laws  and  organisation  for  common  defence, 
which  would  enable  us  to  hold  our  own 
against  the  common  enemy.  For,  as  he 
pointed  out,  when  the  inevitable  war  came, 
that  war  which  Germany  was  determined  to 
force  upon  England  in  pursuit  of  her  world- 
power  ambition,  England's  hands  would 
be  full  enough  and  South  Africa  would  have 
to  bear  the  burden  of  her  own  defence. 
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Ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  was  five 
years  ago.  That  was  before  the  Agadir 
incident  revealed  the  fact  that  Germany 
was  then  nearly  ready  to  risk  a  world  war 
in  pursuit  of  this  ambition.  Germany 
did  not  strike  then.  She  was  nearly 
ready,  but  not  quite,  for  the  enlarging  of 
the  Kiel  Canal  was  not  completed.  This 
was  known  to  us  when  we  formed  our 
Union.  The  day  has  come,  as  it  was  fore- 
seen and  foretold,  and  we  have  to  fight 
now  for  our  freedom,  our  integrity  and 
our  very  existence.  The  warning  of 
one  man,  however  distinguished,  at  the 
National  Convention,  although  interesting 
to  recall,  is  not  evidence.  We  were  influ- 
enced by  the  facts,  and  the  facts  were 
known  to  all ;  but  memories  are  short, 
and  people  busy  with  their  own  affairs 
soon  forget  the  warning  signs.  Our  case 
is  clear,  overwhelmingly  clear.  There  has 
never  been  a  clearer  case  or  a  better  case 
in  all  history.  Each  day  brings  out  some 
fresh  revelation  of  the  deliberate  character 
of  the  preparations  and  the  boldness  and 
extent  of  Germany's  scheme  of  conquest. 

Look  again  at  the  map  of  Africa,  where 
great  German  authorities  have  said  they 
will  find  territory  sufficient  for  their  expan- 
sion. The  vast  extent  marked  by  the 
diagonal  black  lines  shows  that  which 
Germany  proposed  to  seize  from  France, 
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Belgium  and  Portugal.  Look  at  that 
piece  in  the  centre,  the  Belgian  Congo. 
Does  it  throw  any  light  on  Germany's 
attitude  ?  Do  you  believe  that  Germany 
ever  wanted  Belgium  to  be  neutral,  or 
even  friendly,  when  this  great  and  care- 
fully prepared  war  was  to  come  about  ? 
Belgium,  like  France  and  England,  like 
Portugal  and  Holland,  fell  into  the  cate- 
gory of  those  who  were  worth  robbing. 
Germany  has  no  use  for  such  as  allies. 
The  highwayman  and  the  banker  do  not 
go  into  partnership — not  in  the  conven- 
tional sense. 

No,  Belgium  was  cast  for  another  part, 
and  the  whole  scheme  is  given  away  by 
the  invaluable  General  von  Bernhardi,  in 
whose  book,  published  three  years  ago, 
will  be  found  the  intimation  that : 
"  When  Belgium  was  proclaimed  neutral 
no  one  contemplated  that  she  would  lay 
claim  to  a  large  and  valuable  region  oj 
Ajrica.  It  may  well  be  asked  whether 
the  acquisition  of  such  territory  is  not 
ipso  facto  a  breach  of  neutrality."  Won- 
derful !  One  can  imagine  the  ferocious 
indignation  of  the  wolf  at  finding  the 
lamb  presuming  to  graze  anywhere  on 
God's  earth.  But  really  the  only  thing 
that  surprises  one  is  that  these  people 
take  the  trouble  to  put  up  a  pretence  of 
justification  anyway,  seeing  that  the  very 


118     THE    ORIGIN,    CAUSES   AND 

foundation  of  their  case  throughout  is 
"  Might  is  right,"  as  von  Bernhardi  puts 
it ;  or  "  Necessity  knows  no  law,"  to 
quote  the  Imperial  Chancellor,  von  Beth- 
mann-Hollweg ;  or  "  The  world  is  our 
heritage,  and  I  am  God's  Vicegerent," 
if  you  wish  to  have  it  explained  by  the 
Kaiser  himself. 

No,  it  was  part  of  the  scheme  of  world 
power,  "  that  a  large  and  valuable  region 
of  Africa,"  which  unfortunately  lies  be- 
tween German  South  West  Africa  and  the 
Cameroons,  should  become  German,  and 
complete  the  great  band  of  territory 
sweeping  from  ocean  to  ocean  across 
Africa  and  shutting  us  off  for  ever  from 
the  North.  It  would  destroy  Rhodes's 
great  work  and  dream  of  Cape  to  Cairo, 
and  leave  us  threatened  on  the  land  side 
by  a  power  with  immense  military  re- 
sources, eager  and  ready  to  swoop  down 
upon  us  ;  for  ours  is  the  coveted  region, 
and  we  are  the  prize,  the  eagle's  prey. 

But  that  was  only  part  of  the  great 
scheme.  Do  you  imagine  that  it  would 
end  there  ?  Do  you  believe  that  Germany 
in  the  day  of  her  triumph  would  forgo 
those  schemes  for  seizing  the  Portuguese 
possessions  which  she  has  nursed  during 
all  the  years  of  preparation  ?  Add  then 
to  the  French  and  Belgian  territory  (in- 
cluding, of  course,  the  valuable  island  of 
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Madagascar)  the  Portuguese  possessions, 
and  you  will  have  another  portion  of  the 
picture  filled  in.  But  these  possessions 
could  only  come  into  Germany's  hands  if 
England  failed  to  be  true  to  her  alliances, 
or  was  unable  to  defend  herself  and  those 
who  trusted  her. 

The  great  scheme  of  world  power  could 
not  be  completed  until  the  much- toasted 
"  Day  " — the  day  which  all  good  Germans 
have  toasted  for  years,  that  day  on  which 
the  British  sea  power  would  have  been 
broken — had  dawned.  While  you  look 
at  the  map  of  Africa,  recall  once  more  the 
significance  and  value  of  the  Kiel  Canal 
as  a  means  of  destroying  England's  sea 
power.  Carry  in  mind  the  Baghdad  Rail- 
way, and  the  millions  of  men  available 
in  a  few  hours  overhanging  India,  and 
seizing  the  Suez  Canal.  Remember  the 
bribe  offered  by  the  Kaiser  to  his  friend 
Abdul  Hamid  when  the  Baghdad  Railway 
Concession  was  extended — the  bribe  to 
restore  to  him  and  to  Turkey  their  empire 
over  Egypt.  Then  indeed  would  the  day 
have  dawned  when  the  Kaiser's  ambition 
to  be  Emperor  of  Europe  and  of  all  Africa 
would  be  realised. 

Well  then,  add  to  the  black  striped 
territories  of  France,  Belgium  and  Portu- 
gal all  that  is  marked  with  the  British 
red,  and  so  complete  the  picture  as  the 
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Kaiser  sees  it  !  Then  would  Germany's 
demand  for  "  her  place  under  the  sun  " 
be  satisfied  ;  and  the  trumpet  call  given 
to  his  countrymen  by  General  von  Bern- 
hardt "  World  Power  or  Downfall,"  is 
revealed  in  its  fullest  significance. 

This  is  the  position  as  it  is  well  under- 
stood by  the  Sovereign  and  Supreme 
Government  of  the  British  Empire,  and 
not  less  clearly  realised  by  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  Dominions,  and  of  the  vast 
territories  which  make  up  the  British 
Empire.  This  is  the  position  which 
General  Botha,  in  circumstances  far  more 
difficult  than  others  have  had  to  deal  with, 
has  faced  in  a  manner  which  will  for  all 
time  distinguish  him  among  the  great 
leaders  of  his  people. 

It  is  for  us  to  give  him  to  the  uttermost 
that  backing  which  he  so  well  deserves. 

Treachery  of  the  most  disgusting  and  con- 
temptible character  has  dealt  a  coward's 
blow,  a  stab  in  the  back  to  the 
man  who  as  the  leader  of  his  people  is 
doing  his  duty — the  man  whose  services 
to  his  people  surely  entitled  him  to  their 
loyalty  and  gratitude.  One  Maritz,  a 
miserable  traitor  wearing  the  uniform  of 
his  country,  and  trusted  and  most  un- 
reservedly backed  by  his  Government 
and  people,  has  been  bought  by  the  Ger- 
mans, and  gone  over  to  the  enemy  with 
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his  force  and  all  that  was  supplied  to  him. 
To  the  bitter  grief  and  shame  of  South 
Africa  others  whose  previous  records  have 
earned  for  them  universal  respect  have 
allied  themselves  with  the  work  of  the 
traitor,  and  are  fighting  the  cause  of 
Germany  as  surely  as,  and  much  more 
effectively  than,  they  could  do  it  on  the 
battlefields  of  poor  butchered  Belgium. 
Do  they  realise  that  under  the  German 
flag,  which  they  are  trying  to  impose  on 
us,  they  would  have  been  shot  without 
trial  at  the  first  hint  of  such  action  ;  and 
that  those  who  temporise  and  talk  of 
mediation  would  have  shared  their  fate  ? 

What  do  they  hope  to  achieve  ?  They 
have  succeeded  in  putting  the  bar  sinister 
— the  black  smear  of  dishonour — across 
the  good  name  of  their  people  ;  they  have 
sacrificed  the  lives  and  property  of  their 
kindred  and  have  added  a  great  burden 
of  war  cost  to  the  debt  of  their  country. 
What  do  they  hope  for  in  return  ? 

One  can  hardly  believe  that  they  hope 
to  make  use  of  Germany  as  an  ally  and 
cheat  her  of  the  fruits  of  her  efforts  ;  for 
Germany  will  know  precisely  how  far  to 
trust,  and  how  to  treat,  those  who  come 
to  her  as  traitors  to  their  oaths,  their 
sovereign  and  their  people.  No !  The 
choice  lies  between  Germany  and  England. 

On  the  one  side  Germany,  the  last  and 
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perfect  example  of  organised  militarism 
and  brute  force — the  foundation  stone  of 
whose  system  is  the  monstrous  electoral 
law  which  enables  the  military  caste  and 
minority  to  rule  Prussia,  and  Prussia  to 
dominate  all  Germany  and  make  it  one 
vast  aggressive  machine  to  be  used  at  the 
will  and  word  of  the  autocratic  power  ! 
Germany,  whose  Parliament  is  regarded 
contemptuously  as  a  useful  screen  behind 
which  the  Power  works  its  will.  Ger- 
many, whose  whole  record  does  not  include 
one  example  of  a  prosperous,  contented 
or  self-governing  province  or  colony. 
Germany,  whose  people  have  been  born 
and  reared  in  the  creed  that,  without  one 
word  of  warning  or  enlightenment  as  to 
the  origin,  justice  or  object  of  a  quarrel, 
they  may  be  hurled  into  murderous  war, 
to  stake  and  lose  all  at  the  nod  of 
an  autocrat's  head  !  Surely,  one  huge 
engine  of  Aggression  ! 

On  the  other  side,  England  !  The 
British  Empire,  which  others  have  de- 
scribed as  "  the  greatest  and  truest  repub- 
lic of  all  time,  a  republic  under  a  heredi- 
tary President  !  "  Whose  Sovereign  is 
so  careful  of  his  people's  rights  that  his 
every  public  act,  his  very  opinions,  are 
expressed  only  through  the  ministers  whom 
his  people  elect !  Whose  mother  Parlia- 
ment rules  by  will  of  the  majority  freely 
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elected  by  the  people,  and  knows  only  one 
limitation  of  power — that  by  the  candour, 
wisdom  and  justice  of  its  policy  it  must 
win  the  confidence  and  support  of  the 
people  of  the  Motherland  and  of  the  Par- 
liaments and  peoples  of  the  self-governing 
daughter  nations  if  it  would  keep  the 
Empire  one  !  Truly,  one  vast  organisa- 
tion of  Defence  ! 

Well  may  one  ask  "  What  do  these 
madmen  want  ?  "  They  exercise  com- 
plete self-government  under  a  constitu- 
tion as  free  as  can  be  desired.  They 
enjoy  a  franchise  as  liberal  as  any  in  the 
world.  The  Government  which  they  put 
in  power  is  still  in  power,  by  the  vote  of 
the  majority.  In  a  national  crisis  it  is 
supported  and  acclaimed  as  a  national 
and  not  a  party  Government.  But  the 
malcontents  are  not  satisfied.  They  now 
set  up  the  old  evil  claim — the  right  of  the 
minority  to  dictate  and  to  rule.  It  is  the 
rule  of  the  rifle,  the  subversion  of  civilised 
government  !  Floods  of  German  money 
and  all  the  resources  of  a  perfected  system  of 
spies,  agents  and  secret  service,  have  been 
available  preparing  the  way  for  German 
militarism  and  German  world  power. 

The  two  millions  sterling  per  annum 
spent  in  German  South  West  Africa,  the 
strategic  railways,  military  roads,  tele- 
graphs, telephones,  stores,  munitions,  for- 
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tifications ;  the  aeroplanes,  siege  guns 
and  wireless  installations ;  the  lavish 
expenditure  within  our  own  country,  have 
not  been  sufficient  to  teach  our  own 
people  what  the  Germans  meant  by  calling 
their  South  West  territory  "  a  jumping- 
off  place."  The  records  of  Schleswig- 
Holstein,  of  Poland,  of  Alsace-Lorraine, 
of  German  methods  in  South  West  Africa 
itself ;  the  incredible,  ferocious  barbarism 
displayed  in  Belgium,  do  not  suffice  to 
warn  them  what  Germany  means  and 
what  Germany  will  do.  Perhaps  they  do 
not  know  these  things.  Then  let  us  try 
to  make  the  truth  known  !  Let  those  who 
in  the  name  of  liberty  invoke  the  aid  of 
the  most  brutal  tyranny  of  modern  times 
learn  from  the  mouth  of  Professor  Lezius, 
theologian  and  distinguished  exponent  of 
Germany's  views,  what  their  fate  would 
be.  "  These  people  (of  the  annexed 
provinces  of  Poland,  Schleswig-Holstein, 
Alsace  and  Lorraine)  should  be  allowed 
only  three  privileges — to  pay  taxes,  serve 
in  the  Army  and  shut  their  jaws." 

May  I  commend  that  to  the  apostles  of 
the  New  Liberty  and  the  champions  of 
the  New  Liberator,  that  Great  Christian 
Kaiser  who,  in  Belgium  alone,  has  already 
beaten  the  murder  record  of  his  friend 
and  ally  Abdul  Hamid  the  Damned  ? 
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